(Contd on Pg, 14) 


Israeli General Resigns Unler 


Pressure for Meeling Wilh I'eres 
TEL AVIV — A senior Israeli general reigned ou 
Friday after being suspended from his positivn as a 
key negotiator with the Palestinians for har mg held 

meetings with opposition leader Shimurı Peres. 
General Oren Shahor wbmiHed bis rexignatien 
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Armenia Hails Iran’s 
Imparîial Role in Region 


help foster the two countries’ in- 
tercsis. 

`. After lhe disintegration of the 
Sovict Union, while using its am- 
ple economic potentials, its rich 
energy resources, and regardin; 
ils outstanding geopolitical status, 
Iran Iricd to expand relations with 
ihe indcpendent republics. 

Iran's First Vice-President 
Hassan Habibi arrived here on 
Wednesday aflcmoon and was 
welcomed by Armenian Prime 
Minister Armen Sarkissian, 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Araiat to Meet 
Mordechai, 
Netanyahu 


BAIT-UL-MOQADDAS — Pal 
estinian President Yasser Arafat 
will meet early next week with Is- 
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu and his dcfense minisler 
to wrap up an Al-Khalil accord,'a 

Palestinian negotiator said Friday. 
“There will be a mecling on 
Sunday between President Arafat 
and (sraeli Defense Minister 
Yitzhak) Mordechai and then after 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 


menian counterpart. Iran main- 
tains that regional pcace and 
stability will provide the ground 
for further expansion of economic 
and trade tices in the region, Habibi 
stressed, adding that regional is- 
sucs and problcms should be 
solved by regional countrics them- 
selves, without interference from 
oulsiders. 


Trilalcral cooperation among 
Iran, Amenia and Turkmenistan 
will guarantce regional peace and 
stability, Habibi added. 

Iran is for the promotion of po- 
litical and cultural tics with Cen- 
tral Asian and Caucasian 
countrics; lo his end it tries to set- 
Ue regional crises through peace- 
ful channels. 

Iran and Armenia can contrib- 
ute to the preservation of regional 
peace and stability, Habibi said 
while addressing a dinner banquet 
held in his honor on Wednesday 
by tbe Armenian president. 

Expressing satisfaction over 
the growing trend of bilateral cul- 
tural, scitntific, trade and eco- 
nomic cooperation, Habibi said 
that identifying ample potentials 
and rich resources of the two 
countrics by the Iranian-Armenian 
Joint Economic Commission will 


By Soraya Dezhbankkan 


YERAVAN, Armenia — Arme- 
nian President Levon Ter Petros- 
sian here on Wednesday night 


praised Iran’s impartiality in re- 


gional issues, especially in it’s ef- 
forts to help settle regional crises. 
He made the remark in a meet- 
ing wilh visiting Iranian Vice- 
President Hassan Habibi, who is 
here on a 5-day official visit. 
Alluding to successful efforts 
of Tehran for hammering regional 
conflicts, Petrossian called on Iran 
to play a more active role in the 
sectllement of the Karabakh dis- 
pule. He further praised Iran's 
strategic role in the preservation 
of global peace and tranquility. 
Expressing satisfaction over 
the growing trend of bilateral 
trade and economic ties, and recfer- 
ring to ample potentials for further 
expansion of bilateral tics, lhe Ar- 
menian president called for boost- 
ing Tehran-Yerevan cooperation 
in all ficlds. 
He expressed hope that the cur- 
rent visit of the Iranian delegation 
would specd up implementation of 


agreements previously rcached be-- 


tween the two countries. 
Habibi conveyed the greetings 
of President Rafsanjani to his Ar- 


OSCE Envoy: Serbian 
Opposition Won Elections 


GENEVA — OSCE envoy Fclipe Milosevic won municipal elec- invalidated. 
Submitting his findings after a 
(Contd on Pg.14) 


tions in 14 Serbian cities amd 


Slobodan towns last month that were later ‘ 


Gonzalez said Friday that oppo- 
nents of Prcsidcinl 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (December 24): Serbian President Siobo. lan Milosevic raises his hands a as he 
greets cheering supporters during a rally organized by his Socialist Party in Belgrade. Clashes broke 
ouf as large numbers of government and opposition supporters held rival rallies in the capital. A 


(AFP PHOTO) 


member of the opposition was critically injured when he was shut during the conflict. 


Photo! Mojtaba Takin 


which hêy can derive maximum 
benefilL."” 2 

The Lcader also pointed out 
that the belief in the messianic re- 
tum of Imam Mahdi (AS) would 
cause thc oppressed nations not to 
be contcıul with the status quo and 
await the inıprovement of condi- 
tions. The grand ayatollah noted 
that the arrogant powers make 
every cffort to shatter and exlin- 
guish the hopes of the deprived 
and oppressed nalions and draw 
their attention to the worldly ma- 


.terialistic altractions, which are at 


the’ disposal of the domiiation- 
secking powers. 

Ayatollah Khamenci concluded 
by underlining that the arrogant 
powcrs and the Zionist circles ex- 
Pploit enticing slogans such as hu- 
man righis, women’s rights and 
fundaıncntal righis as efTective in- 
struments for imposing their 
hegemonic policics on nations. 


Yeltsin Meeis 
Chinese 
Premier 


MOSCOW — President Boris 
Yeltsin ou Friday met visiting 
Chinese Premicr Li Peng, Ihe 
Krenılin Icadcr’s first forcign visi- 
tor since he returned to work after 
hcan surgery, Inicrfax news 
agency said. 

1 quolcd Yeltsin as saying he 
was happy with the pace of bilat- 
cral relations highlighicd by his 
visit (o China in April. 

Our stralegic agrcemenis 
reached in Bcijing work, Iıtcrfax 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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E ‘Leader Warns Muslims of Plots 
` Hatched by Arrogant Powers 


Bahraini Police Allaek Shia 
"Mosque Dûring Friday Pray ers 


JUN! a He artbea ا‎ 
Turmoil i1 199% 


Telia Times Service walks of life here on Thursday on‏ و 
the occasion of the birih anniver-‏ 

ge bat lhe Hasten His Messianic Return), the 

; „eyed of arrogant and Zi- Twelfth Imam of the Infallible 

0 ا‎ E 5 ا‎ of the Holy Prophet 
e 2 ¬ make r grag self- Ayalollah Khamenei stated, 

- mg and sbi ik “Domineering powers would like 

Powers 2 to sce the nations ignorant, un- 

. اتك‎ aware, inactive and lacking in mo- 


The Leader made the above 


ˆ ,stalement in a meeting wilh hou  ™®S 324 ‘aspirations - an ideal 


sands of Iranian people ‘from all condition for those powers from 


__ . ` France Not to Take Part in 
New Haq Surveillance Force 


south of the 32nd parallcl, al- 
though (he Unitcd States exiended 
the no-fly zone to the 33rd parallcl 
afier an Iraqi offensive against a 


`. PARIS — France will not take 
part in a new muitinalional force 
` 10 protect Kurds in northern Iraq, 
the French Foreign Ministry an- 


nounced here on Friday. . Kurdish faction ealy in Septem- 
. The new air force will replace ber. 
Operation Provide Comfort, set up The communique also reiter- 


ated Frauce's “determination to 
call on Iraq to conform fully with 
all UN Security Council resolu- 
tions so dıat it can regain ils place 
in the inemalional community.” 


In September Francc bricfly 
suspended its parlicipation in al- 


in Turkey afler the Persian Gulf 
war in 199! by Turkey, France, 
mY Britain and the United States. 
: In a communique, lhe ministry 
` salid the French would not take 
art because the “humanitarian as- 
` ect” of Provide Comfort was no 


-*Onger included. : csi them I‏ ._ د 
hho new fore has been aged eg GHAR E US debe‏ 7 # 
Unie: Sates: to enlarge ihe no-fly zone and ex-‏ 0 3 

N 


pressing reservations over U.S. 
missile allacks on Iraqi targets. 
Many Turkish MPs have ex- 
pressed concern about ihe continu- 
gaiion of the allicd opcration, 
saying it could icad to the creation 
of an independent Kurdish stale in 
the north of ° Iraq. something 
Ankara is opposed to al all costs. 
(AFP) 


Unlike Provide Comfort, the 

aew six-month mission — ap- 

` , proved by the Turkish Parliament 
2n Wednesday — has no ground 


aspect. 
۰ However, U.S. and British ais- 
` zrafl based at Incirclik in southern 
` Turkey will conlinue lo fly sur- 
veillance missions over northem 


0 iraq. 
Despite ils decision, the French 
`. Foreign Ministy said France 
4 5 uld continue to take part in Op” 
° r, aralion Southern Watch “along- 
?* jde ils Saudi, American and 
” British partnes.” 
۳ The communique said thal 
`” `. French aircrafl would Ay only 
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Russian Deputy EM: 
Tehran-Moscoie 


tao Qthers. 
Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The U.S. should 
bear in mind that Russia. has the 
right (o promote its relations with 
the Islamic Republic of Iran ac- 
cording to the joint interests of the 
two countries, said the Deputy 
Foreign  Mirister of Russia for 


Middle East Affairs Vîktor Passi ! 


Aliok in Moscow Wednesday. 
According to IRNA, the Rus- 
sian official added that his country 
Was .lo further broaden relations 
with Iran without prejudice to 
Moscow’s relations with ãny other 
country. He indicated that the 
Russian government would con- 
timıe her support to Iran for a nu- 
clear power plant being made in 
the Persian Gulf port city. of 
Bushehr. He observed that. Iran’s 
e was solely for peacefl 


ج 
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Armenian FM Lauds Iran’s 
Treatment of Religious N Minorities e 


ا و 0 


peaceful intention and good will. 
it desires for consultation with the 


Islamic Republic in the xegional 

Karabakh dispute should be 
solved due to humanitarian con” 
siderations through peaceful chan- 
nels, Habibi stressed. 


Describing his visit to Armenia . 


as fruilful, he expressed hope for 
speedy implementation of the 
agreemenis reached during his 
visit to Yerevan. 

According to another develop- 
ment, here Thursday, Habibi at- 
tended the Parliament and held 
discussions with Armenian Parlia- 
ment Speaker Babken Ararkîsian, 
who called for promotion of Te- 
hran-Ycerevan tics in all domains 
including cultural, parliamentary 
and scientific areas, 


human righis has become a politi 
cal means in the hands of certain 
countries to condemn independent 
countries which do not bow before 
the arrogance. 

Under the pretext of human 
tights, enemies try to impede and 
hinder the development of the in- 
dependent states, Habibi added. 

He stressed that those countries 


. which introduce themselves as de- 


fenders of human rights make the 
worst crimes against even the 
most basic and fundamental rights 
of the people, either their own na- 
tionals or nationals of other coun- 


“We will never forget the fact that 
the first official cease-fire between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia was es- 
tablished under Tehran’s peaceful 


He made the remark in a meet 
ing with visiting Iranian Vice 
President Hassan Habibi. 

Referring lo lhe freedom, relig- 
ious minorities have in Iran, Arze- 
manian said, **We witness, 
closely, the Islamic and developed 
treatment of [Iranian goveramenl 
and people with religious minori- 
ties and especially with the Arme- 
nians. 


Poisonous and biased propa- 
ganda of the encmies will never 


` affect our attitude in this regard, 


lhe Armenian officials stressed. 
Habibi said that unfortunately 


Kharrazi: No Need to Establish Relations M With U.S. 


Islamic Iran anil it does not act on 
0 of mutual respect and 


iS E EEN 


tion musil initially prove its good 


intention and then talk aboüt e . jy. 
moving ils differences with ls ! 


lamic Iran. 


Asked 1o comment on Ani- ; 


cans” humiliation afler the take- 
Tehran (the spy den), Kharrazi 


. said that Americans were lhe last 


people on the earth to talk of their 
humiliation. - 

He added that the Americans 
did x ` know that it was thé Irani 
ans who were, in fact, initially 
miliated when the CIA intervened 
to overthrow the national govem- 
ment in 1953 in order to reinstate 
the ousted Shah of Iran to the 
throne. 

Khbarrazi stressed that the only 


(Contd on Pg. 15) 3 : 


Kharrazi said that Iranian officials 
did not sce any problem on hold- 
ing either open or secret negotia- 
tions. 

Howcver, he added, the United 
. States wants to hold talks in order 
to impose its domination over the 


Ambassador: Tehran-Ashkhabad 
Relations Firm 


mation of the group would seye 3 


as an effective means to help ê- 
mote all-out ties between, the two 


with 25 years of experiences 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The Iranian Ambas- 
sador to Ashkhabal1 Mehdi 
Mirabutalebi said on Wednesday 
that Iran-Turkmenistan relations 
are firm and strongly growing 
over the past five years. 

According to IRNA, the Ira- 
nian diplomat made the remark at 
the first session of Irano-Turkmen 
Friendship Group which was held 
at the Iranian Embassy in Ashk- 
habad. 


Mirabutalebi said that the fot- 


Siemens Tehran Project 6.m.h.H. 


in year 4997 when Slemens AG Germany is celebrating iis 450th 
anniversary, Siemens Tehran Project G.rn.b.H. is proud to E 
the 25th anniversary of its establishment. - 


The activities of the company include installation and 
‘commission, client training and after-sales services of all Slemens 
AG Germany products, 

Siemens Tehran Project G.m.b.H. 
and the staff of Iranian and foreign experts is available for 
assistance in all fundamental projects of the Islamic r of 


, On the occasion of 25th anniversary of establishment: 100 [ 
volumes of special technical books with the idea’ of transferring | 
technology will be forwarded to Iran University of Science Ik 
Technology and Shahid Beheshti University. 


ported. 

Asked why the Islamic Iran 
was distancing itself from the 
United States knowing well that 


U.S. protection. On the contrary, it 
is the U.S. itself which would be 


staled Kharrazi in response to the 
reporters question on his view- 


point regarding U.S. desire to re- ° 


move its differences with Iran. 
Conccming the Islamic Repub- 

lic’s attitude towards U.S. request 

for holding secret talks with Iran, 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran does not need to eslab- 
lish relations with the United 
States, said lhe Iranian Permanent 
Representative to the UN Kamal 
Kharrazi on Thursday. 

Interviewed by the London- 
based Saudi weekly A/-Majala, 
Kharrazi added, ‘‘However if the 
U.S. was to establish good ties 
with Iran, it should change its 
policies." 

Answering a question why 
Iran does not inlend to bave rela 
tions with the U.S., which is said 
to be a powerful country, Kharrazi 
said that Iran's economy was 
strong enough and growing at five 


percent annually and that 90 per- 


cent of the domestic need was 
met within the country, IRNA re- 


President Receives Message From 
Turkmen Counterpart 


particularly in the field of Persian 
language. 


Presidcnt Rafsanjani in re- 
sponse, welcomed Tehran-Ashk- 
babad promotion of scientific, 


relations will further pave the way 
for promotion of economic and 
political bilateral relations. 
Rafsanjani also announced 
Iran's rcadiness to transfer its ex- 
perience in the ficlds of culture, 
science and education to the Cen- 
e Republic of Turkmenis- 


Turkmen Vice 
Orazgendj, Aydogdyev and the 
Turkmen ion Minister Mo- 
hammad Abalakov. 


According to IRNA, in his 
message the Turkmen president 
hoped for further promotion of the 
two counîries’ scientific and cul- 
tural ties and expansion of politi- 
cal and economic cooperation. 

Describing the purpose of their 
visit to Iran, the Turkmen officials 
said {hey were in Tehran to follow 
up the agreemenis reached in the 
iwo kiters of understanding be- 
{ween the two nations in the ficlds 
of culture and science. 

Referring to the two ‘countries 
historic commonalties, Abalakov 
said thal ihe Turkmen govcrnmend 
and people are eager to com- 
memoralc the first anniversary of 
the historical inauguration of 
Mashhad-Sarakhs-Tajan railroad 
link as Îran-Turkımenistan Friend- 
ship Day. 

Aydogdyev, for his part, as- 
sessed ihe outcome of his meet- 
ings with the iranian cultural am 
educational officials as positive, 
saying ihat Turkmenistan was 
keen on the exchange of profes- 
sos and university students be- 
tween ibe two countries 
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: 
Regional Development, Key to ey io 
Peace and St Stab iiy 


E the disintegration of the Saviel Union a new chapter 
WN has opened in the history of the region. 

On the one hand, we face regional conflicts which flared up 

in the wake of the collapse of the Soviet system, and on the other 

hand, we see opportunities for closer cooperation among the 


It has not been fully realized that the raison d’ etre of all 
. f disputes and skirmishes is underdevelopment. True, some re- 
gional conflicts have their roots in certain historical disputes. 
But without doubt they can be overcome through regional 


A sense of insecurity Hes behind most regional conflicts and 
disputes; each country or group wishes to increase its security 
through access to greater resources, land and so forth. 

Instead of irredentism, regional countries must try to remove 
barriers to regional cooperation, for it will really guarantee their 


In its effort to boost regional cooperation, the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran has followed a two-pronged strategy since the disin- 
tegration of the former Soviet Union. 

On the one hand, Iran encourages bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation in the region; on the other hand, it has left no stone 
unturned in helping to bring about peace to the region. 

Iran has been turned into a hub of regional cooperation and, 
at the same time, a center of mediation for regional reconcili- 


The frequent visits of Iranian top officials to the region, 
including the present visit of First Vice-President Hassan Habibi 
to Armenia, and his forthcoming visit to Tajikistan, as well as 
visits of high-ranking officials of the countries of the region to 
iran, are all indications of Iran's endeavors to boost regional 


Development is a pre-requisite for peace; peace is a pre-req- 
uisite for development. Underdevelopment is a seed for culti- 
vating regional disputes. Hence, regional countries should take 
all possible steps to enhance development in order to remove 
the grounds for disputes and conflicts. 
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countries of the region. 


development. 


security. 


ation. 


development. 


Continuation of War in Afghanistan 
Deirimentfal to Regiond! Security 


sis unlil restoration of tranquility 
in the ncighboring country. 

Rabbani, [or his part, thanked 
Iran for ils ceaseless support in 
helping cslablish peace and stabil- 
ify in his country and said that any 
decision to solve the problem 
should be made in accordance 
with the interests of all tribes and 
inside lı Afghan borders. 

He blamed foreigners” inicr- 
vention in Afghanistan's intemal 
affairs as main factor for {he coun- 
tıy"s problems. 

The Iwo sides underlined the 
necd for mulual understanding 
among all groups and restoration 
of peace and stability in Afghani- 
sian, 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Iran’s Deputy For- 
eign Minister for Asia- Pacific, 
Aladdin Boroujerdi, said Uıat 
continuation of fighiings in Af 
ghanistan is detrimenlal to {he re- 
gional security and should come 
to an end as soon as possible. 

Boroujerdi made (he remark in 
a meeting wilh the head of Afghan 
govemment Burharuddin Rabbani 
in Takhar, the capital city of 
Talukan Province of Afghanistan, 
According to an IRNA report, 
the Iranian deputy minister also 
voiced Tehran’s concem over the 
continued crisis in Afghanistan 
He said that Iran would follow 
iis policy to help end Afghan cri 
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of electromotor industry, technol- 
ogy and supply of consumer 
goods such as foodstuff and cloth- 
ings, IRNA reported. 

Akhvlediani referring to the 
saturation of Turkish commodilües 
in the Georgian markets called for 
Islamic Republic of Iran to take an 
aclive part in the markets of his 
country. 

The Georgian official ex- 
pressed keeness on further prormo- 
ton of Irano-Georgian bilateral 
relations in 1rade sector parlicu- 


merce AlJi-Naqi Khamoushi and 
Guram Akhvlediani in their meet- 
ing Wednesday exchanged views 
on the two countries’ promotion 
of economic and commerce bilal- 
eral cooperation. 

the formation of Irano-Ocorgian 
Joint Chamber of Commerce eme- 
phasized on trade exchange 
through the two countries’ chamr- 


bers of commerce, in ihe sectors larly in the oil industry. 
Iranian Diplomat Meets: 
Turkmen Official 
Tekran Times Service part at the tripartite meeting. 

TEHRAN - Iranian Ambassador ‘Turkmenistan is to export eight 
lo Askkhabad Seyod Mehdi Mir. billion cubic meters of gas 10 Iran 
Aboutaiebi in separate mectings annually through a 200-km gas 
with Turkmen Vice-President for  pipeplines whose construction was 
Oil and Gas Affairs Sarajayev and started in November. 

Foreign Minister and Vice-Presi- Yet in another meeting, 
dent in Charge of Govemment Af-  Miraboutalebi and Sheikhmoratov 


held talks on important regional 
issues, including conclusion of 
Tajikistan peace treaty and oul- 
comes of president Rafsanjani's 
last week visit to Turkey. 


Iran and Georgia 
Sign Cooperation 
Document 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Georgian Minister of 
Foriegn Trade ani Economic Re- 
tations Konslantine Zaldastan- 
ishvili and Irao’s Minister of 
Economy and Finanace Morteza 
Mohammadkhan signed an agree- 
ment on Tuesday to promote bilat- 
eral cooperation in (rade and 
economic areas. 

The two sides also signed 
seven memoranda of under- 
standing (MOU) in the areas of 
tourism, transportation, energy 
and mine, on supply of highca- 
pacity electromotors to the Iranian 
company Motozhen, supply of 
smali-size traciors, cooperation 
between the two countries" cham- 
bers of commerce, and on housing 
and construction maicrials, RNA 
reported. 

The inking of the documems 
by the nıinisters and heads of the 
Irano-Georgian Joint Commission 
at the cend of the visit to Iran by 
the Georgian State Minister Nik- 
olos Lekishvili has becn assessed 
important in promoting the bilat- 
eral ties. 


fairs Boris Shcikbhmoraltoy on 
Wednesday discussed progress in 
flaying gas pipelines for transfer of 
the republic's gas to Iran. 

They also amange plans for 
visit to Iran of a Turkmen delega- 
tion with an aim to follow up im- 
plementation of the accord 
previously inked in the fields of 


„. Oil and gas. The follow up would 


expedite the laying pipelines for 
transfer of Turkmen gas to Europe 
and the oil session at the minisste- 
rial level of Iran, Turkmenistan 
and Turkey in Tehran on Decem- 
ber 28-29, IRNA reported. 
Turkmen Vice-President Sara- 
jaycv, Oil and Industy Minister 
Deputy Oil Company Valiev are 
to arrive in Tehran on Friday at an 
invitation by Oil Minister Gho- 
ae Aga r EE 
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Inflation Georgia Wants Iran to Be More 
Active in Its Consumer Markets 


Under 
Control 


Tekrar Tintes Service 
TEHRAN - Adoption of conlrac- 
tional policies by banks has 
checked rale of inflation in Iran 
and increased bank’s liquidity. 

Assadollah Monajemi. Director 
General of the Economic Statistics 
Department of thc Cecniral Bank of 
lran added here Tucsday thal the 
inflation rate plunged from 50 per- 
cent to 25.8 percent during the 
fist eight months of the current 
Iranian year which began March 
20 as compared to the samc period 
last year, RNA reported. 

He said that Ian's methods and 
yardsticks determining the rate of 
inflation have becn confirmed by 
the Intemational Monciary Fund 


IMF has also requested Iran to 
assist it in determining the rate of 
inflation in some countries, he 
concluded. 


“Iran's Pars-Jonoubi Oil Field Contains 
-- 300 Trillion Cubic Feet of Gas 


and Sinî-E fields. 
He added that in light of facili- 


Jalalian said that his company 
had pat the renting of offshore in- 
stallations and oil drilling rigs in 
Siri#E and Sirri-A fields on inter- 
national tender. 

The TOTAL company of 
France started work on Sirri-A 
and Siri-E fields in July 1995 for 
a 48 months period. 

Sirri-A oil field is (o yield ouk- 


°` put from Jarmary 1998, while 


Sisri-E from January 1999. 

He said that his company 
would in a joint venture with for- 
eign companies exploit Soroush” 
and Balal oil fields, which have a 
reserve of 470 million barrels and 
و و‎ 


"Romunia Proposes Transpori 
Cooperation With Iran 


nia at the I1th session of Tehran- 
Bucharest Joint Economic 
Conmmission, Morshedzadeh 
called for acceleration of imple- 


mentation of the articles of the ac- . 


cords. 


Iran, Armenia for Broadening 
Cooperation 


policies of the two countries in 
various areas includi rta- 
ا و تاا و‎ 
اجا‎ as cultural and scientific 
fields, during the Iranian delega- 
tion’s visil to Armenia, 
Afler being finalized, the 
agreemenls will take the seal of 
approual by the two countries’ of- 


Islamic Republic of Iran 
Construction Jihad Ministry 
Iran Meat Organization 
IMO intends to export its 

fifth lot: 


50,000 HEADS OF LIVESTOCK 


(SHEEP) 


By Soraya Dezhbankkazt 
EREVAN, Amenia — Expeıls 


during the fist joint session of the 
two coniriecs’” expert commitlees. 
Some 12 committees will ex- 
plore new avenves for further cO- 
operation and coordination of the 


Interested parties can gef more information from 
Foreign Trade Department, 7th Floor, No. 663, Dr. 
Tehran, or may contact tel nos. 


Shariati Ave., 
847923, 854157 Fax: 8475359 


cooperate with Iran in the field of 
transportation. 
Making the remark in a mcet- 


ing wîth Iran’s Ambassador to Bu- 


tion will be signed between the 


venture t0 expand Salman gas 
field, which is said to contain 
seven billion dollar worth natural 


serve of 5,240 billion cubic feet of 
Eas and over 105 mûflion barrels 
of liquefied oil. 

French TOTAL company was 
Bow working to exploit (he Sirri-E 
and Sirr-A oil fields based on a 
fixed schedule. 


He added that extraction of oil 
from the two oil fiekis had cousid- 


Pany was to set up a complex on 
Bandar Abbas Honrmırzgan) sea 
shores in order to exploit Sirri-A 


Company was , 
engaged in enforcing {he ist 


Tehran Times Serivce 


The quantity of gas in the re- 
gion is believed to be at 500 (ril 
lion cubic feet. 

In an exclusive imerview with 
TIRNA here on Monday, „ Jalikian 


phase of a project for the expan- 
sion of Pars-Jonoubi. However, he 
added, the source to finance the 
following phases af the project 
was not yet available. 1 


Jalalian said ihat Iran and Abu 


|| Dhabi’ have undertaken a joint 


ote i Order bo expiolt SiniA 
Iran Ready to Offer Specialized 
Services:to Libya 


ground for improvement of nn 
tual cooperation. 


pansion of bilateral ties in the 
fields of industry, mineé banki 
commerce and housing, 

He added that bokstering of ties 
among Muslim states, which are 
capable of resolving their own 
problems in light of Islam bad 
been the cause for fueling up the 
wrath of the world arrogance and 
the U.S. 


Iran Prepared to Help Romania in 
Roud Consiruclion 


be finalized in a near future, 
IRNA reported. 

Basescu said thal his country 
was ready to further promote rail- 
road transportation cooperation 
with Islamic Iran, tranfer of {ech- 
nokogy in the manufacture of loco- 
motives ard in the renting of train 
engines. 


Iran to Set Up a 
Cement Plant in 
Libya 
Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Iran is to set up a ce- 
ment plant in Zclcilen of Libya 
based on a contract concludcd be- 
tweccn managing director of Iran's 
Industry Establishment Company 
and director of Libyan Cement 
Company in Libya on Wednesday. 


Based on the contracts, which 
was signcd in presence of Iranian 
Industries Mirisler Mohamntd- 
Reza Nematzadch and bis Libyan 
counicrparl Azouz, the company 


woiüld run with a daily capacity of 


3,200 {ons of cement withing 34 
months, IRNA reported. 

Lauding Iran's expertise in 
technical and industrial ficlds, 
Azouz said at lhe necting, that the 
contract could bc a preludc to a 
long-term cooperalion betwcen 
Iran and Libya. 

Nemav/adch said on his part 
that cstabiishmeni of the plant 
would scrve as an imporianî stcp 
in the expansion of Tchran-Tripoli 
cooperalon in industrial and tech- 
nical spheres. 


Tekran Times Service 
TEHRAN - The new Romanian 
Minister of Transport Teranian 
Basescu in a meeting in Bucharest 
on Tuesday with the Iranian Am- 
bassador to Romania Mohamınad- 
Reza Morshed-Zadeh, announced 
„_ his country’s readiness to cany 
out a joint venture with Islamic 
Iran in the areas of ship and air- 
craft building as weli as cooperate 
in the removal of existing obsta~- 
cles in the way of road transporta- 
tion between the two nations. 

He also expressed hope that 
Iran-Romania agreements on air 
and marine ansportation would 


Libyan Premier Underlines 
Excellent Iran-Libya Ties 


take grcalcr steps in this direction 
and thwart enemy ’s plots. 


The Iranian minister for .his 
part underlined the necessity of 
promotion of ties between Iran 
and Libya and announced readi- 
ness of Iranain experts to transfer 
their know-how to their Libyan 
counterparts. 

The iranian Minister of Indus- 
tries Ne`matzadeh referring 10 re- 
cent agreement on construction of 
a cement factory in Libya by 
Iranain experts, told reporters aficr 
the mccting that the two sides 
have agrced on setting up a joint 
cngincerinig company which is ex- 
pecled to contribute to expansion 
of bilaterıl economic relations. 

The iranian minister in the 
mecling aslo conveyed a message 
from Iranian First Vice President 
Hassan Habibi iniviting him to 
visit Iran. 


mutual economic and industrial 


3 The Libyan prime minister said 


Tehran Times Service 


e e 
agreements had been reached with 
Libya for the establishment of a 
joint Irano-Libya. . engineering 
campany, IRNA reported. 

He expressed hope that the es- 
tablishment of {he company would 
be important in the promotion of 


cooperation. 

Nematztheadch invited ' ‘Al- 
Qaoud on behalf of First Vice- 
President Hassan Habibi to pay an 
official visit to Tehran. 


on his part that sincere’ lies be- 
tween Iran and Libya would pave 
a suitable ground for furtber pro- 
motion of mmıtnal cooperation, 
He said that formation of Te- 
hran-Tripoli Joint Economic Com- 
mission session would pave the 


tions noted that there is a proper 
ground for further consolidation 
of coopefation between the two 
countries. 

The Libyan prime minister also 
called for further activation of the 
joint comınission of the two coun- 

`. tries in expanding ties in the fields 
of industıy, mining, banking, irade 
and construction projects, IRNA 
reporled. 

The Libyan official said ex- 
pansion of ties among Muslim 
countries which prepare the 
ground for solving their problems 
in lig of Islamic tcachings, an” 
nays the world arrogance. He 
stressed that the Muslims should 
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Gentle Moon 


Let us take it for granted and wait 
for the bright future in the indus- 


Answerabie, however, are 
those fame-seekers who step in he 
bell for Iranian cinema. 


If there were specialized filters 
to scan filmmakers, directors, etc. 


` we could ameliorate more. or less 


the present hodgepodge. In other 
words, we need filmmakers and 


„ lm directors who know what film 


and cinema is; who have technical 


` know-how in the field; and who 


regard cinema as a sacred méans 
for reflecting and introducing Ira- 
nian culture. 


office retıras— Maah-e Mahra- 
ban (Gentle Moon), Sokoot-e 
Kouhestan (Silence of the Moun- 
tains), Yahya, Doshmar (The En- 
emy), cic. are clear examples. Box 
office records reveal only one or 
two good movies in a year— Kha- 
haran-e Ghareeb (Sisters But 
Strangers), Ghazaal, etc. 

This is a real higgledy-pig- 
gledy situation our ‘cinema .is 
struggling with. The weakness in 
financial sector is more outstand- 


ing. 

. Of course, according to some 
reports, one of the top responsible 
authorities in the film industry has 
given ood words of the loans to 
be granted to eligible flmmakers. 


TEHRAN TIMES 
CDomestic Motion 


CPictures at a Glance 


earm living by making films) is not 
this much easy. 

The only positive point, mean- 
while, may be for some who niate- 
rialize {heir whishes. But this very 
positive fact brings about irrepara- 
ble consequences for the cine- 
matic society. 3 

A couple of non-professional 
non-amateur fikinmakers who do 


not know much about film and 


filmmaking have stepped in. 
whose productions can neither at- 
tract moviegoers nor do anything 
for the improvement of the aling 
film industry of the country. What 
will the consequences be in the 
loag run: hatred, disappoinlıment, 
and untrustfulness of people and 
filmmakers to the cinema and 


cinematic works. 
Day by day we witness bad box 


Silence of the Mountain 


ing cultural ends. 


While our national literature is 
enriched with novice humane sto- 
ries, the Iranian cinema is en” 
trapped into mundane and 
unattractive screenplays. Our na- 
tional cinema should put forward 
the daily affairs of life in the best 
style possible to make them palpa- 
ble for the public. 

Nowadays, however, filmmak- 
ing has become epidemic among 
those who know more or less what 
a “movie” is. You have money? 
Then go ahead, no matter what 
you make. 

In no other country in the 
world, neither advanced nor de- 
veloping, making 35 mm films is 


„ not as easy as Iran. In no other 


country entering the world of pro- 
fessional filmmakers (lhose who 
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The Enemy 


picture the culture of Iran and 
revolution; that we have been 
copying Western movies; that 
filmmaking has been and is very 
easy in Iran; that some film direc- 
tors cannot retum the loans they 
have been granted; (hat we see Oc- 
casional bad box offices; that we 
had a sharp growth in quantity 
rather than quality of our produc- 
tions; that ... 


What is clearenough, is the fact 
that responsible authorities of mo- 
Lion pictures are not paying due 
attentioa to the rich and ancient 
culture of Iran. This has, in turn, 
impeded the Iranian cinema from 
doing its crucial responsibility, 
which is nothing other than fulfill- 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN -—— No other art has ever 
stood its real stand among the 
nations woridwide as the seventh 
art, the cinema. Due to its 
popularity from the very 
beginning of its birth, the cinema 
has had and is having its great 
impact on the culture of human 
society. 

Still surprising is the fact that 
cinema movies are among the 
most effective and everlasting 
works of art. 

A glance at the achievements of 
the Iranian cinema specially dur- 
ing the years afler the revolution, 
will single out many important 
points: that we have done less to 


Museum Conserves Ancient Egypttan Tomb Before Nati de Tour 


The carvings and hierogly phics 
in Kapure’s tomb chapel show his 
name, titles, some prayers and 
many instructions for assisting, HÎS 
ka, or inner spirits. 

Some of the hieroglyph 
show Kapure requesting 1,000 
containers of alabaster, 1,000 of 
fine linen and 1,000 loaves of 
bread. Yet another shows a figure 
butchering an animal, asking for 
the liver and the spleen. 

Grant said she’'l] be sad to see 
the tomb leave, but knows that 


conservation will help keep it . ' ¢ 


and Kapure"s legacy - around for 
, another 4,000 years. 


has been repeatedly stalled sinê 
the process began in July. 

Given the two groups” (elev 
sion know-how — both aye. share” 
holders in the French jay-T¥ 
channel Canal Plus — their bid teP” 
resented the best prospects for ê 


future for SFP and its 1,0000 ; 


employees, . | 
SFP, which makes about 1,700 
Bours of programming for. public 
and private networks, has a yea 
revenue of aboiùt 900 milliol 


Since 1985 it kas been: ninin 
at a loss, costing: the state. 2. 2 


billion francs so far. 


back on full display until the fall 
of 2000, Grant said. 

Kapure’s tomb chapel, about 
12 feet by 5 feet (4 meters by 1. 5 
meters), was "the high-economy 
model" of the time, Silverman 
said. From the Pharaohs to the 
common man, the way and place 
You were buried was important to 
your position in the afterlife. The 
kings had their pyramids, and then 
everyone else would be buried in 
hierarchal order iu tombs sur- 
rounding the pyramids, he ex- 
plained. 

Kapure’s tomb was built about 
n before the reign of King 

ut. ٤ 


PARIS —The French government 
intends to privatize its SFP 
Audio-Visual Production House 
by mid-May after giving it a cash 
iajeclon of 1. 2 billion francs 
231 million), Cuiture Mînister 
Philippe Douste-Blazy said 
Thursday, 


With the new dose of cash, the 
Societe Francaise de Production 
will have cost French taxpayers 3. 
4 billion francs ($653 million) 
since 1990, the minister said. 


The government said on Tues- 
2 2 it favored a joint offer 
rom two French groups, Havas 
and Generale dês Eaux, {û acquire 
SFP, the privatization of which 


also what’s causing the loss of lhe 
paint." Conscrvalors want {o see 
if they can remove the salts, which 
can be a difficult process. Nor- 
maily, hat is done by soaking the 
object in purificd waler to draw 
hem ou. 

But limestone is problcmatic 
because of ils natural conposi- 
Lion, so a company in Westport, 
Conneciicul, lhal specializes in 
conserving monumenial stone is 
considering various mclhods to 
stabilize it. Grant said. Onc wall of 
the chapel has been disasseınbled 
and moved to conservation lechıi- 
cal associnles’” lab in Connecticut. 
There, {he wall is lo be conscrved 
and a ncw frumework will be built. 

Lale next summer, the con- 
served chapel section will be 
shipped to the Dallas Museum of 
Art for the "searching for ancient 
Egypt" exhibition, scheduled to 
open Sept. 28. After ils run in Dal- 
las, the exhibit will travel to Den- 
ver, Seattle, Omaha, Nebraska, 
Toledo, Ohio, and Birmingham, 
Alabama, before returning to 
Philadelphia in 2000. 

„ The rest of the chapel will be 
conserved as soon as funding is 
available, buf probably wont be 


On Action 


J etter to reign in heli than 
serve in heaven. 


JOHN MILTON, Paradisa Las 


behind the false door and where 
Kapure’s mummy was interred. 
was never disturbed and he likely 
remains in the Egy pûan cemetery 
to this day, said Dr. David Silver- 
man. curator of the museun’s 
Egyptian section. 

After the world's fair. {he 
chapel was purchased by John 
Wanamaker, a Philadciphia de- 
partment store tycoon. and moved 
to the museum. But it sat in crates 
until 1926, when it was finally put 
together and put on display. 


The tomb remained opcı lo the 
public until 1981, when the ele- 
ments and vandalism began to 
take their toll and the exhibii was 
closed, said museum conscrvalor 
Lynn Grant. 

"People were in the habit of 
leaving us litle souvenirs." she 
said, pointing to two names 
scratched in the ancient rock. 

In addition, all of he weight of 
the upper blocks is resting on the 
lower blocks and causing com- 
pressive damage. stress fraclurcs 
and disintegralion. There arc ap” 
proximately 120 blocks in the 
chapel: ithe largest is dhe 11,220- 


pound (5,100-kilogram) door and 


the smallest is about 150 pounds 
(70 kilograıus).. 

And thc natural salt in dıc stone 
is causing it to crunible. 


"Philadelphia has very humid 


summers und dry wimters (and) {he 
salis have becn crystallizing seri- 
ally cvery winter and pusling the 
surface off." she said. "in some 
places. ifyou just touch (Ure slonc) 
it disintegrates into sand. Thal’s 


ا 


One wall of the chapel, includ- 
ing 30 stone blocks and a false 
door that weighs more than five 
tons, will be the centerpiece of a 
nationwide tour of 138 Egyptian 
artifacts planned by the museum. 

The tomb of Kapure {(pro- 
nounced ka-pooh-rah) was dis- 
covered in the late 19th century in 
the ancient Egyptian cemetery of 
Saqqara, about 12 1-2 miles (20 
kilometers) south of Cairo. The 
chapel was excavated in 1903 and 
sent to the United States the fol- 
lowing year by the Egyptian gov- 
ernment for display at the St. 
Louis exposilion. 

The burial chamber, which was 


marrying a UAE woman. 

It has a capital of 250 million 
dirhams ($68 million) but is plan- 
ning to boost resources 10 face 
growing demand, fund officials 
said. 


The fund, which gets its alloca- 
tiogs from the annual federal 
budget, was established with the 
aim of encouraging local men to 
marry nalive women by helping 
them in meeting high dowries, the 
money paid by bridegrooms to 
their brides under Islamic law. 
Dowries in the UAE and other oil- 
rich Persian Gulf states can exceed 
100,000 dollars. 


AFF) 


PHILADELPHIA — When he 
commissioned construction of his 
tomb some 4,300 years ago, 
complete with intricate carvings 
and paintings. a high-level 
Egyptian bureaucrat named 
Kapure aimed for immortality. 

It worked, but maybe not quite 
in the way the overseer of the 
treasury had imagined. 

Kapure"s chapel, the pvblic 
area of the limestone tomb where 
visitors would pray and leave of- 
ferings, is being Icvingly con- 
served at the University of 
Pennsylvania Museum of Archae- 
ology and Anthropology — its 
home for more than 90 years. 


E 


° ABU DHABI — The United Arab 


Emirates (UAE) State Marriage 
Fund has approved granls for 220 
local men lining up for assistance 
to meet soaring wedding costs, the 
semi-official daily A/-Jttihad said 
on Thursday. 

The fund, created by UAE 
President Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan 
al-Nahayan five years ago. aP- 
proved 15. 4 million dirhams $4. 
19 million) for the would-be 
bridegrooms after they met its 
conditions, the paper quoted the 
fund"s director general, Jamal al- 
0 Fd grants up to 7,000 
0ا ($19,073) كسمطنق‎ an applicant 
ied he is a UAE national 


اال 
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Manchester United Wins 4-0 at Forest, Liverpool Held at Home 


4-0 viclory over Raith with goals 
from Richard Gough, Paul Gas- 
coigne, Jorg Albert and Ally 
MocCoist. 

That put Walter Smith's team 
17 points clear although second 
place Ccitic had the opportunity to 
cut thal lo 14 laler Thursday by 
winning at third place Aberdeen. 
Even then, Celtic still has two 
more games in hand. 

(AF) 


quarterfinalist Rosenborg scored 
his first two goals for Tottenham 
in a 3-1 victory over Southampton 
3 White Hart Lane. 

Late goals by Richard Ord and 
Craig Russell gave Sunderland a 
20 victory over Derby. 

Bolton returned to the top’ of 
division one with a 2-1 victory at 
last place Grimsby while Barnsley 
tumbled 1-0 al Stoke. 

Scottish titlist Rangers scored a 


matically with a 3-1 loss al home 
to lowly Coventry. 

Afler Brian Deane had put 
Leeds ahcad, Coventry hit back to 
score through Darren Huckerby, 
Dion Dublin and Gary McAllis- 
ter’s penalty. Leeds also had a 
spot kick but sky blues veteran 
"keeper Steve Ogrizovic saved it. 


Steffen Iversen, a 2.6-million- . 


pound ($ 4.2 million) transfer 
from Eurpopean Champions Cup 


Spanish Clubs Set for Fresh Spending Spre 


well as sclling. 

Nigerian winger Ernanuel 
Amunike has arrived from Sport- 
ing Lisbon, and the Calalan club 
continucs to pursue Sampdoria’s 
surances from the French mid- 
fielder that he wants to go to Real 
Madrid. 

Meanwhile news of offers from 
other clubs has prompled Bar- 
celona to double Ronaldo’s salary 
and anchor the brilliant young 
Brazilian with a new multibillion 
Peseta contract, 

Anyone now wanting to buy 
the entire Barcelona squad would 
be contractually bound to pay fifty 
billion pesetas. 

Even Real Madrid’s star-stud- 
ded lineup can’t match that. 

But Rcal are continuing to look 
for talent in Brazil, and right-back 
Cesar Prates of Intemacional de 
Porto Alegre is a likely signing in 
the near future. (Reuter) 


ternational Bodo Higner. 

Barcelona's own goalkeeping 
crisis was ope of quantity rather 
than quality until Vitor Baia 
joined the chub in the close-sea- 
son. 

Baia’s hold over the first-team 
place has left reserve keeper Car- 
los Busquets and former Spanish 
intemalional Julen Lopetegui 
A fourth keeper, Mariano Angoy, 
gave up the fight earlier this sea- 
son and now plays as a kicker for 
an American football team. . 

Barcelona’s free-spending, 
summer has left a number of play- 
ers in other positions ready to 
move on from the Camp Nou. 

Croalian midfiedler Robert 
Prosinecki was tired of struggling 
even fo make the substitutes” 
bench, and has moved to Sevilla 
for an estimated 300 pesetas (2.3 
million). 

But Baırwelona are buying as 


Japan Chooses 10 Sites for 2002 
World Cup 


Kobe was devastated by an 
earthquake in Janvary 1995 that 
killed more than 6,000 peoplk. 
Sapporo was host to the 1972 
Winter Olympics. 

In decisions aimed in part at 
ensuring regional balance, the cit- 
ies of Kyoto: and Hiroshima and 
the prefectures of Aomori, Chiba 
and Aichi failed in their bids, 
Yamashita said. 

Fifa has specified that each sta- 
dium must accommodate more 
than 40,000 spectators. The semi- 
finals and finals will be held at a 
stadium that can hold more than . 
60,000. 

The opening ceremony is to be 
staged in South Korea, and the fi- 
nal match and closing ceremony 
are to bc held in Japan, but the 
host City for the final has yet to be 
named. A 7 


TOKYO — Four Japanese cities 
and six prefectures (slates) re- 
ceived a Chrisinas present 
Wednesday from the nation’s soc- 
cer goveming body — news that 
they will be hosts for 2002 World 
Cup Games. 

Japan is sharing the host role 
for the 2002 World Cup, the first 
to be held in Asia, with South Ko- 
rea. Each is to have 32 of the final 
round games, and FIFA, soccer's 
world governing body, told each 
to prepare at least six stadiums 
and at most 10. 

Keita Yamashita, a spokesman 
of the Japan Football Association, 
said ils 22-member Execuive 
Committee decided to stage games 
in the cities of Sapporo, Yoko- 
hama, Osaka and Kobe and the 
prefectures of Miyagi, Ibaraki, 
Saitama, Niigata, Shizuoka and 
Oita. 


MADRID —- After spending a na- 
tional record 300 billion pesetas 
on players over the sunmer, Span- 
ish clubs are set to splash out 
nearly half as much again on rein- 


` forcements now the country’s 


transfer market has reopened. 

Under league rules, players 
with less than five games to their 
credit can change team in the 
month from December 15. And 
the wealth of talent at the big sides 
means that the men available for 
transfer could themselves form an 
all-star lineup. 

The top three teams in the 
ieague alone have four goalkeep- 
ers with caps for their cowmitries 
sidelined and ready to move on. 

Some sides have already 
bought foreign players, but are yet 
to incorporate them. John Toshack 
hopes that Deportivo Coruna’'s 


ˆ fack of bite in front of goal will be 


ended by Renaldo, whose transfer 
from Atletico Mineiro was agreed 
several montbs ago. 

The Brazilian siriker — who 
has excited interest from Italian 
sides — arrives al Deportivo lo- 
gether with three other foreigners 
who have cost 2.15 billion pesetas 
(15.5 million). 

The surfeit of stars at the club 
bas already produced complaints 
from expensive signings who feel 
they are not playing enough, and 
the problems are bound to in- 
crease. 

Several players wil bave fo 
move on fo allow space in the 
squad for the new arrivals, as 
Spanish teams have a limit of 25 
fist team squad-members. 

Real Madrid are faced by an 
excess of talent between the posts. 

Afler nearly a decade holding 
down the number one shirt at the 
Bernabeu Stadium, veteran Paco 
Buyo looked likely to cede his 
place to Spanish international sub- 
stitute Santiago Canizares. 

However both men havc had to 
play second fiddle this scason to 
newly signed former German in- 


LONDON — Maochester United 
jumped to third in the English soc- 
cer standings Thursday afler scor- 
ing a 4-0 viciory at last place 
Nottingham Forest while leader 
Liverpool was held 1-1 at home 
by modest Leicester. 

Andy Cole, back in action after 
breaking two bones in his leg, 
scored United’s fourth at the city 
grmd where David Beckham, 
Nicky Butt and Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer also hit the back of the 
Forest net. 

The reds, who scored a 5-0 vic- 


results mean they now have 34 
points from 19 games and have a 
match in hand on Liverpool, 
which has 39. 
Liverpool! fell behind to Leices- 
ter aft Anfield where Steve 
Claridge gave the visitor the lead 
but Stan Collymore equalized 10 
minutes from the end. Top scorer 
Robbie Fowler pulled out of the 
Liverpool lineup after picking up 
an ankle injuy just before kickoff. 


one point by beating mid-stand- 
ings Sheffield Wednesday at 

leader Newcastle 
slipped further out of contention 
after losîng 10 at lowly Black- 
burn, where Kevin Gallacher 
scored the only goal 15 minutes 
from the end. Newcastle now is 


sixth and eight points behind the ` 


leader. 

Gianfranco Zola scored both 
goals as Chelsea ended Aston 
Villa’s rın of five wins in a row in 
a 20 victory at Villa Park. Chel- 
sea also is eight points off the lead 
but now has won two in a row af- 
ter fîve without a win. 

Bazilian star Juninho scored 
twice on his return to the Middles- 
brough lineup after injuy as 
Bıyan Robson's team scored its 
first win ia 13 league games with 
a 4-2 beating of Everton. 

More grim news for Everton 
was that England international 
Andy Hinchcliffe had been ruled 
out for lhe rest of the season be- 
cause of knee ligament damage. 

Leeds’ run of five games with- 
out conceding a goal ended dra- 


Surgery for 
Hornets Forward 


surgery Friday to repair torn carti- 
lage in his right knee and is ex- 
` pected to miss the next six to eight 
weeks. 

Burrell suffered the injuy on 


Sunday in Boston. The procedure 
will be performed by team doctor 


Glenn Perry at the Carolinas 


Medical Center. 


The 25-year-old Burrell is av- 


erging 52 points and 2.8 re- 
bounds in 25 games this season. 
He missed the final 52 games last 
season due to a dislocated right 
shoulder and the last 13 in 1994- 
95 because of a partially tom right 
achilles tendon. 1 


“This is a tough setback for 


Scott because he had worked so 
hard to gct back and was starting 
fo get his timing back and feel 
comforlable on the floor,” said 
Homels Coach Dave Cowens. “TI 
know from his previous injuries 
be will work hard during rehab 
and make a big contribution to our 
team in the second half of the sea- 
son. AFP) 


` FOOTBALL 
E Unhappy Return for Shearer 

e r E n a E 

ost 10 xt Erood Park to leave Kevin Keegan’s men without a win 

Blackburn, who broke the magpics” 


1 : ended Newcastle’s title 
with a Kevin Gallacher goal a quarter of 


striker andy cole palaz fram injury to hit the fourth. 8 
by a brace from brazilian 

ESF. : coventry beat leeds 3-1 at elland road. . 

Aston Villa micanwhile failed to record their sixth straight win as 


. year-old Hinchliffe, who made his England debut i 
ملاسا ا‎ 9 kept bis place e the wina over اجا‎ 
e Sr. knee during ene poles dw wi 
: Rangers Streak Clear 
GLASGOW: Rangers showed n0 let in their 
record-equaling ninth successive league title with a ااا‎ 
a E Gough, England ascoi 
in R star Paul Gascoi Germ 
midfielder Jorg Albertz and goakınachine Ally MeCoist were the 
rers_ as Rangers brushed aside Rovers with embarrassing 
ease to go 17 pomts clear, 
Karembeu Transfer Saga Continues 


MADRID: Real Madrid are still not certain of clinching the 
transfer of Sampdoria’s French international Christian 
Karemben, although he will play with his current side in a friendly 
at the Bernabeu Stadium on Sunday, a Real official said. 

He said the Italian delegation would travel straight home after the 
'.-. | match and there would be no time for negotiations. 

. [.Real have been. putting together a bid for stylish midfielder 
Karembeu, 25, since the start of the season and he has agreed to 
join them, although rivals Barcelona have also bid for his services. 


TENNIS 

Graf Out of Hopman Cup 
BRUEHL: World number one Steffi Graf has pulled out of next 
week’s Hopman Cup in Perth because of a virus, ber manager 
Hans Engert said. 
But Engert said Graf would be fit to play in the Australian Open 
in Melbourne which begins an January 13, 


CRICKET 
Dismal England Put Zimbabwe in Control 


HARARE: A dismal England batting display allowed Zimbabwe 
to take a stranglebold of the second test here. 

When bad light stopped play 48 minutes early England were 
tottering on 137-9, just 10 runs short of the previous lowest score 
of 147 made by Pakistan against Zimbabwe in tests in 1993. 
Eugland, who lost three wickets im each session, did much to 
undermine their own cause with an abject poor batting | 


performance. 
All nine batsmen contributed to their own dowafalî and, only Johan 
Crawley, with a fighting unbeaten 37 off 133 balls in nearly three 
hours, played an isnings of substance. 
Prasad Spearhead’s Indian Broadside 
DURBAN: The first day of the first test between South Africa and 
India belonged to the tourists — more especially paceman 
Venkateash Prasad. 
At the close, India had weathered two obligatory overs for two 
without loss after Prasad’s five wicket haul provided the 
spearhead which had the home side all out for 235. 
Prasad aad his new ball partner Javagal Srinath proved more 
than a handful for the South Africans on a well-grassed kingsmead 
track, Prasad ending with S-60 and Srinath with 2-36. 


Eınbarrassmnenl for Pakistan 
BRISBANEF: Pakistan's cricket tour of Australia lurched into 
farther crisis with another one-day mauling, this time by Sheffield 
shield leaders Queensland. : 

The Pakistanis, seeking match practice in the lead-up to their New 
Years day Hmited-over international with Australia in Sydney, 
crashed to a 63-nan defeat. َ 

Chasing 187 to win, Pakistan were bowled out for 123 in the 39th 


. 0 0 
Pakistan’s defeat comes five days after their abysmal innings 
defeat to Tasmania when they were bundled out for 67 in their 


second innings. 
RUGBY 
Muller Set for Toulouse Debut 


ARIS: Africa's Pieter Muller is set to make his debut for 
TO e Paris University club in the French cup on 
Sunday following his move from the Australian Super League. 
Muller, recruited last month, has also been giver the green tight 0 
play iu the second half of the league season by the Fren 
federation. 
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I'm hurt". Thal is nol being in 
contac with what you arc fecling. 
You necd lo get in ihere and own 
il.and take the responsibility for 
if. and noi lic lo yourself or amy’ 
body cise about iL and not fake itl 
wilh some kind of glib facilc casy ; 
disnuissal. 

And jusi as we don" wanl to 
dismiss emotions wc also don"t 
want to dismiss (houghts. For Cx- 
ample. you migm be a happily 
marricd woman who somctimcs 
fecis: "There is something miss- 
ing in my life." You don’t want to 
think about that. It opens doors 
that night scare you a little bit. So 
you neyvcr get around 10 say: 
"Hcy. Wait a minulc. H1 doesn’t 
mcan I don’t love my husband. It 
docsn"t mcan I am not happy. 
What might bc missing. If I don’t 
take the trouble to check out the 
thought. to go inside to look at it 
TI would never discover the possi- 
blc solulons that exist. And I can 
have the frustration that get worse 
and worse and in fact poisons my 
relationship whcn it didn't need 
1o. Because J didn’t take the time 
to say "Hay. Wait a minute. What R. 
is this? Let me look at (his. Don't 
lol mé be quick to assume Tm 
bcing irralional or it’s all a hallu- 
cinalion, oreven if it is real, there 
are no answers?" 

My expcrience as a psycho- 
therapist is that, most of the time 
there are answers and there are 
solutions which people never get 
to. because they never stop long 
cnough 1o look at thoughts that 
might at first glance appear trou- 
bicsome or cven threatening. 

Therc is a kind of meditation 
that 1 myself practice a good deal 
and F recommend it to my clients 
in therapy and. now I am recom- 
mending it to you as a way of life 
because it is a very good strategy . 
for enhancing self-awareness and 
for connecling to the deeper Iev- 
els of your own internal life, And 


` ît gocs simply like this: 


Sit quietly. Close your eyes. 
And begin to breathe deeply and 


. gently «through your mouth into 


your stomach. into your cenler. 
And for a minute or two just be 
aware of your breathing. And fol- 
low iL all the way in and all the 
way down. as yol send to your- 
self. as you cxperience yourself. 
And begin to notice any thoughts 
that mighl float past your mind; ® 
any cmotions that might arise in 
you. and follow your own breatb- 
ing. and notice what comes up for 
you. what seems paramount, what 
seems dominant, — thoughis. 
images, memories, emotions. Amd 
on any' particular day, you might 
be surprised. because you mig 
Just get pleasantly calmer, but YOU 
might suddenly’ find yourself with. . 
tcars in your eyes, or, you might 
find yoursclfbecoming ã little an” 
BIY or. you might find yourself 
becoming excited or, you might 
find yourself becoming unexpeci” 
edly euphoric or unexpectedly 
sad. And you don’t want 1o nın 
from any of that. You just want (O 
experience it, and watch it. And 
breathe -into it and get to know 
about all the emotional riches 
that you carry within yourself. 
The self is a vast continent 
thal most people never explore. 
And one of the most interesting 


minutes every day for this kind of 
mcdîtalioni, thiş kind of joliméF 
into the ‘Self. And don"t be in8 - 
hurry to draw conclusions f0 
Yhal you nofice there or ff 
what comes up from you. Tel 
yourself: "I! am willing t0.8# 


rience whatever there is 40 EXP", . 
rience." ا‎ 


, amd fruillul._ ways to begin yo 
. exploration is to lake just Tire & 


` everthing. Î am willing to PÊ 


to accept lhe OSCE findings. 

“1f Milosevic refuses, he will 
bring discredit on our country and 
worsen the political crisis,” Zoran 
Djindjic, a leading ight in the To- 
gether Opposition Coalition said. 

Last week Yugoslav Foreign 


the elections could be rescheduled 
if the OSCE found new evidence 
of fraud. 

But the authorities have since 
taken a harder line, after a pro- 
govemment rally on Tuesday was 
dwarfed by a rival opposition pro- 
test, . 


Prior to presenting his findings 
to OSCE chief Flavio Cott, GOon- 
zalkez, a former Spanish prime 
minister, said: “T am by nature Op- 
timistic, but tie problem is corr 
plex. ” 

Af) 


(Contd from Pg. 1) 
ISRAELI... 


Shahor had also beaded the ci- 
:lian affai ê 
tations with the Palestinians on 


for things to calm down a bit be- 
fore leaving the army,” spokes- 
man Shlomo Dror told AFP. “He 
also wanted to wait for the neg0- 
tiations on the army redeployment 
from Hebron, in which he had 
played a central role, to near com” 
pletion,” he said. 
Mordcchai issued a statement 
accepting the resignation “with 
regref’” and praising Shahor for 
his 36 years of arıy service, 
ArP) 


(Contd from Pg. 1) 


BAHRAINI... 


The authorities then ordered 
Shia leaders to stop political 
preaching ih the mosques after the 
resumption in late December 1995 
of demonstrations prompted by 
the Shia opposition. 

At the beginning of prayers on 
Friday, riot police attacked the 
faithful with rubber bulleis and 
tear gas, and hundreds of people 
passed out, residents contacting 
from Nicosia sald. 

During the attack, Seyyed 
Jawad al-Wedai, one of the top 
Shia religious leaders, was man- 
handied by the police, ‘residents 
said. 

For {he third Friday in a row, 
the authorities closed most of the 
Shia mosques, notably those of 
Al-Sadog. in he Manama neigh- 
bofhoood of Al-Quful. Karbabad, 
west of the capital, and Diraz, 
even farlber west, were also 
closed, forcing Shia Muslims who 
wanted (o attend prayers tO go to 
Ras al-Roman, Manama’s largest 
Shia mosque, which iş near the 
British Embassy. . 

The mosques were closed to 
head olf anti-govemment demOn- 
sirations as part of security meaş- 
ures taken ahead of the’ National 
Day, December 16, 


arm) 
(Contd from Pg. 7) 


HONORING... . 


So. experience and cxpression 
are supremely important to being 
well-connected with our inner 
life. Tis not just an issue of dane- 
ing on the surface of our emolions 
and saying "Ycş, I'm angry, Yes. 


trip is aimed mainly at paving the 
way for a planned visit by Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin in 1997. 

Beijing's official Xinhua news 
agency said on Friday that China, 
Russia and three other former So- 
viet republics of Kazakhstan, Kyr- 
gyzstan aid Tajikistan have 

a 2 1 
on reducing forces along their bor- 
ders. 

Xinhua said the agreement was 
reached in Beijing but gave no de- 
tails about the timing or extent of 
troop reductions and did not say 
when a formal pact would be 
signed. 

Chernomyrdin was also due to 
meet Li on Friday and was ex- 
pected 10 arrange to hold regular 
talks with the Chinese premier, 
selling up the level of relalions 
that Moscow now has with only 


` the Unilcd States and France. 


Yeltsın, who underwent quin- 
tuple heart bypass surgery in No- 
vember and returned to work on 
Morklay, has said more than once 
that be sceks a strategic partner- 


But Yclisin bas ruled a revival 


of the close political and military 
alliance Ihat had existed between 
Moscow and Beijing in 1950s and 
degenerıicd in the mid-1960s into 
two decades of bitter rivalry for 
leadership in the communist 
world. 

Russia's desire to develop 
close links with China has fol- 
lowed NATO’s plans to expand 
eastwards by admitting Moscow"s 
Cold War allies in eastern Europe 
as membcıs of the alliance. 

Russia also views China as a 
key trading partner and both coun- 
tries have shown interest in up- 
grading cconomiç ties which bave 
failed to keep pace with an im~- 
provement in poliical links. 


trade by sctling up a special zone 
in the northeastern Chinese city of 
Suifenhc that would allow free 
movemcıt for traders. 

The two natiors are also hego- 
tiating over major deals from nu- 
clear power plants to a natural gas 
pipeline, but political analysts said 
Li's visit was unlikely to yield a 
breakthrough. 

Russia has proposed building a 
pipeline to carry Siberian natural 
gas to China and is seeking a role 
in China's huge Thre¢ Gorges 
Dam project. It is also keen to sell 
military and civil aircraft to China. 

First Deupty Prime Minister 
Alexei Bolshakov, quoled by In- 
terfax news agency, said Russia 
and China planned to sign several 
documents during Lis visit con- 
ceming planned sales of Russia's 
SU-27 fighters. He gave no de- 
.نها‎ 

(Reuter) 


(Contd from Pg. 1) 


OSCE... 


mission to Belgrade, scene of 
daily anti-government prolesis, 
Gonzalez urged the Serbian 
authorities $0 respec the will of 
the people expressed at the ballot 
box. 

Belgrade has witnessed five 
weeks of mass protests since the 
election results were cancelled. 


The Organization for Security 


and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) had becn called in by 
Milosevic {o review the Noveêm- 
ber 17 elections, and it had been 
expected to support opposition 
claims of balat fraud. 

In Bcfgrade, opposiion leaders 
immediately called on Miloscvic 


termination for the south of the 
county, which is predominantly 
Christi 


it a meeting with he prime minis¬ 
ter to finish things,” Palestinian 
Security Chief Jabril Rajoub told 
journalists. 

Rajoub made the comments af~ 
ter meeting Netanyahu in Bait-ul- 
Moqaddas with other Palestinian 
security negotiators to work out 
remaining issues in the talks on 
the handover of A-Khalil, the last 
West Bank city still under Israeli 


occuUpPaUOIL 

Netanyaı advisor Danny 
Naveh did not confirm the meet- 
ing with Arafat. "This was a good 
meeting, There will be other meet- 
ings at a higher level, but there are 
no dates set." he said after the 
talks. 

Rajoub said the two sides were 
“very close to reaching an agree- 
ment" on the Al-Khalil redeploy- 
menlL "I think we will conclude 
during the uext week," he said. 

Israeî and the Palestinians have 
held almost three months of gruel- 
ing talks 1o find a formula to allow 
an isracli iroop withdraw in Al- 
Khalil, after Netanyatı demanded 
stronger security guarantces for 
400 Jewish setlers living in the 


city. 
(AFF) 
{Contd from Pg. 1) 
ARMENIA... 
Iranian Minister of Finance and 


Econonic Affairs Morteza Mo- 
hanmad Khan, Deputy Foreign 
Minister for Euro-American Af- 
fairs Mahmoud Vaezi, and Deputy 
Oil Minister Rahgozar accompa- 
nied Habibi on his visit. 


{Contd from Pg. 1) 


YELTSIN... 


quoted Yeltsin as saying, 
Russian ollicials have said Li's 


TEHRAN (Dec. 25) — President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani receives members of the 
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Headquarters for liliteracy Campaign. 
Egypt Opposes Arms 
Embargo on Sudan 


CAIRO -- Egypt opposes an arms 
embargo on Sudan’s government 
because it would benefit seces« 
sionist rebels in southem Sudan, a 
senior Egyptlan official as Ie» 
ported Thursday as saying. 

“In spite of our opposition to 
the policies of the Sudanese re- 
gime, we reject the imposition of 
an arms embargo on Sudan be- 
cause such an embargo would de- 
prive the government of arms but 
would not block the provision of 
arms to southern secessionists,” 


Baz, who spoke Thursday night 
at a gathering organized by Giza 
Province, was referring to the Su- 
dan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA), headed by John Garang, 
which has been fighting Khartoum 
since 1983 {or the right of self-de- 


Netanyahu 
Not Giving 
Back Golan 


Isracli-Syrian peace talks broke 
down crly this year. Syria de- 
mands 1lıat Israel return all of the 
Golan Heights, the strategic pla- 
teau it captured in the 1967 
° Mideası war and later annexed. 

Israel's hardline Prime Minis- 
ter, Benjamin Netanyahu, has said 
he would consider some territorial 
compronise in exchange for 
peace, but not give back all of the 
plateau. (AP) 


Lebed Launches Political 
(Crusade With New Russian Party 


to succccd Boris Yeltsin as Rus- 
sian president eamed him few al- 
lies wilhin the Kremlin. In 
October hc was openly disavowed 
by Yelisin and sacked from his 
(AFP) 


8 Firebombs 
Tossed at 


Soldiers 


AL-KHALIL, West Bank — Pal- 
estinians threw three firebombs at 
soldiers guarding a Jewish enclave 
in Al-Khalil on Friday, causing no 
injuries or damage in the fourth 
such incident in four days, wit- 
nesşes said. 

Sakdiers rounded up about 15 
Palestinian men for questioning 
following the aitack, which coin- 
cided with ongoing negotiations 
over Israel’s delayed hand over of 
this West Bank city to Palesiünian 
rule, the wiliesses said. 

Incidents involving Al-Khalil’s 
400 zealous Jewish settlers and 
120,000 Arab residents have esca- 
lated since negotiations on the 
transfer of power in lhe city accel- 
erated earlier this weck wilh a 
summit meeting between Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat AFP) 


MOSCOW — Tough-talking for- 


the Kremlin Friday by rallying his 
political troops to fom a party he 
hopes will propel him to tie presi- 


dency. 

Some 146 delegates from 
movemenls which support Lebed 
gathered in Golitisino, west of 
Moscow, 1o formally announce 
the setiing up of the Russian Re- 
publican People’s Party (RRPP). 

“We shall unite hose who 
share our convictions and are dis- 
appointed both in he communists 
and in the democrats,” Lebed said 
in an interview Friday with the 
daily Nezavisimaya Gazeta 

The new grouping was clearly 
expected to aid Lebed, who has 
practically sunk inlo oblivion 
since October after enjoying a po- 
litical high as head of Russia's 
powerful Security Council and 
chief mediator in the Chechen 
conflict 

Earlier this year the former 
general forced media and political 
atieation when be came third in 
the frst round of June presidential 
polls and later concıuded a land- 
mark peace agreement wilh 
Chechens in August. 

But his abrasive, loose-cannon 
style and openly stated ambition 
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(ommittee of 
[Islamic Countries” 


Parliaments to 


Meet in Sudan 


KHARTOUM -- The second 
Imceting of the coordinating com- 
mittee of Islamic Countries Parlia- 
mentary Union will be held in 
Sudan within two moaths. 

This was announced here Tues- 
day by Iran"s ambassador to Su- 
dan, Mchdi Marvi, in a mecting 
with thc head of the foreign depari- 
ment of the committee, Moham- 
mad Slıaker al-Saraj. 

The first meeting of the com- 
mittee was held in Tehran last 


month. 
4. 2 Richter 
Eurthquake Jolfs 
Yasuj, South of Iran 


YASUJ ¬ A tremor measuring 4.2 
degrees on open-ended richier 
jolled Yasuj and lhe ncarby vil- 
lages today at 12:47:42 hours local 
time (09:17:42 GMT) the seis- 
mographical base of the geophys- 
ics institute of Tehran University 
registered the epicentre of the 
tremor as 600 knıs southwest of the 
capital, in the vicinity of Yasuj. 
Yet no report on possible casu- 
alities or damage to properties was 
reporicd, said the officials in the 
provincial natural disaster head- 
quarters at the office of the gover- 
nor gencral of Kohkiluyeh and 
Boyerahamd. (RNA 
4 


national duty, try to fully support 
and build peace, 

He said that December 23 is a 
historical day for Tajik nation, 
when the peace deal was signed. 
Consequently, this day should be 
honored. 

He added that the nation was 
shouldering great responsibility to 
make peace work and that the 
countries around world were quite 
satisfied with the outcome of the 
peace (reaty. 


Primakov'’s visit to Tehan. He un- 
derlined that the world media re- 
gard lhe aboye important 
developnıents as slaps on the face 
of America. 

The prayer leader further em- 
phasizcd that, although the rate of 
crime comnittcd by the arrogant 
powers is rising, lhe pcople are re- 
sisting tlic oppresssion and tyranny 
of the global arrogance. The disil- 
Iusionment of the masses across 
the world with the Westem civili- 
zation, he added, leads lhe people 
toward the righl path and prepares 
them for the messianic rectum of 
Imam Mahdi (AS), the Twelfth 
Îmam of the Infallible Household 
of the Holy Prophet (S). 


Tajik President Thanks Iran 
eir Peace Efforts 


Russia for T 
DUSHANBE — Tajik President 
Imomali Rakhimanov here on 
Thursday thanked Iran and Russia 
for their mediation between Tajik 
belligerent sides, which led to con- 
clusion of an agreement and a na- 
tional reconciliation accord in the 
republic. 


Rakhmanov, who was speaking 1 


to a group of Tajik sportsmen, said 
that it is high time to forgive and 
forget each other's faults, bnush 
aside all the differences and as a 


. Algerian Ship Carries Poppies 
Mixed With Cargo of Wheat 


pies were found ,„ said a 
police official err con- 
dition of anonymity. 

Fourteen samples from the 
cargo were sent to laboratories 1o 
check whether the poppies were 
seeds 1o be planted or were ready 
for use in narcotics, the official 
added. The wheat had been ordered 
by Egypl’s Ministry of Supply. 

An 
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mood, addresses 


PORT SAID, Egypt - Port authori- 
ties seized an Algerian ship after 
poppies, which could be uscd in 
opium manufacture, were discov- 
ered mixed with its cargo of French 
wheat, police said Friday, 
Authorities in this Mediterra- 
nean port also referred the freighter 
Al-Hajjar's captain to the port’s 
general prosecutor after the Ppop- 


TEHRAN (Dec. 25) — Pakistanî Ambassador ta Tehran, Khalid Mah 


Embassy here Wednesday. The gathering was held in 
leader of Pakistan Mohammad Alî Jenah on his demise 
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Countries Showing Increasing 


Independence in the F 


ness. The resistance of the people 
in the regional countries against the 
crimes of the Zionist regime and 
the U.S. pressures serves as an ex~ 
ample of the people's political 
awareness, the ayatollah said, 
stressing that the Muslim rations 
do not allow the Zionists lo con- 
tinue with their aggressive policies 
in the occupied Palestine and no 
longer view the U.S. as a super- 
Power. 

Ayatollah Emami Kashani also 
touched on the President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani's recent visit to Turkey 
and the signing of significant ac- 
cords by tc two countries and also 
Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeni 
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TEHRAN — The Tehran substitute 
Friday prayer leader Ayatollah 
Emami kashani, addressing the 
worshipers on the campus of Te- 
hran University here yesterday, 
noted that, today, the world coun 


tries are 


in the face of the United Slates and 
no longer submit to the Washing- 
ton’s pressures. 

He added that, despite the 
mounting corruption, war and 
bloodshed in different paris of the 


world, the people are acquiri ing 
more understanding and aware 


a uri Foreign Minister Yevgeni 
Mohammadi Araqi: 40,000 Mosques io 
Be Dusted, Sprayed With Rose-Wurter 


government authorities have been 
formed to dust the 
beginning of the Muslim holy 
month of Ramazan, which com- 
mences on Jan 11, 1997, 

The hojjatoleslam further 
Pointed out that mosques are cen- 
ters for the dissemination of Is- 
lamic values and noted that some 
20,000 preachers and clergy men 
are aboul to be appointed to the 


mosques. 0 

He said what the region really 
needs is peace and stability, but 
there are certain elements who are 
tying to incite (he neighboring 
states and stir up relations be- 
tween Iran and its neighboring 


states. 


audience at the Pakistani 
commemoration of the late 
anniversary. 


Tekran Times Service 
TEHRAN -— The head of Islamic 


Propagation Organization PO), 
Mohammadi 


from Jan. 1-10, 1997 with‏ ا 
the Ip of the people and the gov-‏ 
hori‏ 


rary ra n 


(Contd from Pg. 2). 


recognize the strategic role that 


countries which respect their relig- 
ious values. 

Asked whether Iran does not 
pose a threat to the Persian Gulf 
states as Islamic Iran is ying to 
beef up its navy, Kharrazi pointed 
out that Iran has taken such a 
measure. for its defense purposes 
against lhe U.S. new i 
which have come to he Per 
Gulf from other continents as Iran 
considers such a military move a 
serious threat to its national inicr- 


sian Gulf littoral states as mem- 
bers of a unique family. 


Photoı Abbas Takin 
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s Positiv‏ 
Iranian Mediation‏ - ` 


itive to 
Offer 


meet in Athens nexî month to pro- 
mote regional cooperation for 
peace and stability. 

Uudcr a report entitled "Why 
Not?", mass-selling afternoon 
daily Ele, l2 noted that 
Greek چا‎ Minister Theodoros 
Pangalos had described the Iranian 
Proposal {o mediate between 
Greece and Turkey during his visit 
to Tebran last August as "positive." 
On Monday Greek government 
Spokesman Dimitris Reppas said, 
"If a delcgation from Iran wants to 
visit Athens, Greece will listen to 
its views because there is no reason 
to reject any effort before the fact." 

Onthe basis of our positions we 
are open (o seeing what each initia- 
tive is, Reppas added. 

Another afternoon paper, 
Exousia, said, “According to avail- 
able information, Ankara at first 
reacted with special reservation to 
the mediation proposal, fearing 


were strengthened during the Yu- 
goslavia crisis, and verified by the 
recent! lrip of Theodoros Pangalos 
to Tehran.” But Türkey's change 
of possition seems to indicate that 
it has received certain necessary 
guaranices from the Iranian gov- 
ernment.” Exousia added, 
Greece and Turkey are at odds 
over differences on the seabed in 
the Acgcan, lhe Cyprus problem, 
and minority issues. 
RNA 


Irnam of Muslims. 

Morcover, Muslims in central 
Asian republics of Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Azer- 
baijan held glorious ceremonies 
both on Wednesday and Thursday 
to celebrate birth anniversary of the 
last Imam of Prophet Moham- 
mad’s infallible househokd, Hazrat 
Mahdi (AS) savior of the world 
(May God hasten his reappear- 
ance). : 

Central Asian Muslims at- 
tended the celebrations; which 
were held on the occasion at Ira- 
nian Embassies, cultural centers, 
consulaics, educational complexes 
and other institutions. @RNA 


PASTE 


that the first contacts Tehran had 


Pree 1 Muslims Worldwide Celebrate Imam 
2 ° Mahdi’s (AS) Birth Anniversary 


ATHENS — Commenting on Tur- 
key’s acceptance of an Iranian pro- 
posal to mediate between Athens 
#Ë-and Ankara, Greek dailies on 

Tuesday said .the recent visit of 


with Ankara wele not encouraging, 
but {heré Was ã change of climate 
during the visit of Iran’s president 
to Tirkey," noted the influential 
moming daily Kathimerini. 

. On Sunday, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayali said in 
Tehran that, Ankara has welcomed 
``” Îran’s mediation proposal to settle 
Turkey’s dispute with Greece and 
Syria. 


Velayati said a delegation will 
be dispaiched to Athens in the near 
“Ù future to discuss the issue wi 
-:4 Greek radio and television sta- 
tions gave wide coverage to the 
. Iranian proposal. 
ns An Iranian source in 
'ı _ Athens told IRNA today that he 
; 4 Bad no information when the Ira- 

. Hian delegation would come to 

Greece. 


However, the source, who 
` „ Spoke on condition of anonymity, 
„speculated that Velayati himself 
would raise the mediation proposal 
ا‎ with Greek afficials during his 
ا‎ visit to Athens in January. 

8 ` Foreign ministers of Armenia, 
1 Georgîa, Greece and Iran are to 


AM. ا‎ TEHRAN -- Muslims in Rome, 

„a i amd Kuala Lumpur celebrated the‏ و 

7 `". Fl, H62nd birth annivesary of the 

yg tT last Imam of Prophet Moham- 

mad’s infallible household Hazrat‏ ا 

. : Mahdi (May God hasten his reap- 

. #7”  perance) on Thursday. 

' A large of mımber of Iranians 

. „^ " „ eSiding in the cities and lovers of 

his Teappearance) gathered at‏ ا 

„„, mosques and the Iranian Embas- 

„7 Sfes, Cultural centers and consu- 

0 lates inthe capital cities to mark the 
‘"'  gecasion. 


The preachers at the ceremonics‏ ا 
dwelt on characteristics of the last‏ 


e 
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` Fhe Fikra woman; due t0 Fêr ris eourt later on} 
1 r several ed bejme ib ing im a baxiug 


grabbed a knife and plunged 


lefiist guerrillas are holding some 140 
release of some 400 uf their jailed comrades. 


The kusband is recovering in hospital. 


O\ot-So- Slant Dutch Night Ends it Bloodshed 


AMSTERDAM — A Dutek woman became s0 enraged with ker 
singing that she 
34 into his chest, police said on Friday. 


husband’s carol sii 


Silent Night دعب‎ 
day. 


UMA, Peru (December 24): Members of the International Red Cross move large containers for wale 
into the Japanese Ambassador's residence in Lima, where 
hostages. The guerrillas are demanding the 


InterngilonGl hewê 
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S. Korean Strikes Spread. 


next Tuesday, and possibly inio the 
new year depending on a volé on 

Bus services .ih. major cities 
would be halted on Saturday, Park 


“Death Tollin 
Malaysia Storm 
Rises to 127 - 


ÎKOTA KINABALU, Malaysia ¬ 


| Atotal of 127 bodies had be 
ered as of Friday afternoon, 


( DOOR-TO DOOR SERVICE 
RZ) DOCUMENTS & SAMPLES . 
j. TO ALL OVER THE WORLD 


Express Worldwide -. TE: 
Tel.: 6463143,6462839 -Fax::64001057.. f i 
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Rao, who faces corruption 
charges, was forced to quit as 
leader of the CPP on December 19 


` the Lower House but she was cho- 
sen as lhc pariy's parliamentary 


çchicf," Gadgil said. 

"Kesri is a member of he Up- 
per House. He can be the chief of 
the CPP." 


SEOUL -- South Korea’s biggest Seoul, chanting anti-government 
group of labour unions on Friday slogans‘as they vented their fury 
threw its 1.2 millionstrong mem- against a labor law passed on 
bership behind a nationwide strike Tlursday. 
until the end of the year, while the The usually moderate federa- 
govemınent and employers sought tionof Korean Trade Unions added 
to soothe worker anger. its muscle to a battle over the law 

Nurses at 14 itals joi that gives employers the right to 
egret red pnp lay off workers, adopt flexible 
duction of cars-and ships and that _ Work hours and replace slrlkers. 
threaten transport chaos wien bus Originally, it planned a 24-hour 
drivers and subway staff walk out _ tion starting from midday Friday 
on Saturday. to noon on Saturday. 

. But at a news conference, iS 

More than 15,000 workers chairman Park in-Sang announced 

raiscd clenched fists at a rally in the walkout would now last until 
9 e 

India’s (Congress Party President 

Set to Take Absolute (ommand . 
NEW DELHI -— Congress (I) Party bers for January 3 polis to choose 
President Sitaram Kesri is set ti a replacement, spokesman Vithal 
take total command of the party, Gadgil said! 
P.V. Narasimha Rao as parliamen- to become prime minister if the 
tay chief, a party spokesman said Congress wins a straight majority 
Friday. in general elections. 

Kesri, who last week forced the 


scandal-plagued Rao to resign 
Congress Parliamentary Party 
(CPP) Icader, had the backing of 
"the majority" of Congress mem- 
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(AFP) 


CAIRO — An Egyptian 


husband after he told ker ix a dream to take him home because 


he was lonely, «€ 
The undotw 


af Cairo to remome he hab 

years ago, but si could on i 
vermment newspaper AbAkram said: 

ing aF Tig a police patrel who found her wk 


drive their home in Menufiya 65 kilome- 
tres (40 miles) xortik of Cairo so she could "console hin" in his 
d. 


to the cemetary from: 


solitude, the paper adde: 


Son’s Suicide May Have Sparked 
Church Bomber’s Act 


shippers -~ sisters aged 61 and 59 
— who were next to her, and injured 
thirteen others, ten seriously. 

Some 70 people were in the 
church at the time. 

Feist said the woman probably 
did not intend to kill anyone other 
than herself but underestimated the 
power of the grenades, which each 
contained 100 grams (around four 
ounces) of the explosive TNT. 

The killings cast a cloud over 
Chrismas celebrations in Ger- 
many, where a shocked population 
found itself mourning the Frank- 
furt viclims amid end-of-year fes- 
tivities. 

Geman President Roman Her- 
zog has expressed his "horror and 
sadness" at the event and many 
people have lit candles and laid 
flowers in front of the church. . 

Arm 


custody of ber daughter. 
According to Bild, a mass-Cir- 
culation daily newspaper, the 
bombers son threw himself under 
a tram in Frankfut’s Sindlingen 
district when aged 18. 
His suicide sent his mother into 
a deep depression, leading to a 
breakdown in relations with her 
husband and a divorce lasi year in 
which she lost custody of her nine 
year-old daughter, the paper said. 
Heidrun Erika J., whose full 
name has noi been released by PO- 
lice, died when.she detonated two 
hand grenades in the middle of a 
Chrislmas service al a Proleslant 
church in Sindlingen. 

"It is likely that she chose 
Sindlingen for symbolic reasons,” 
said police spokesman Manfred 

Feist. 
In doing so she killed two wor- 


First Trial in Rwanda o 
Genocide Suspects Open 


cutors demanded the death sen- 
tence, slate radio reporled. 

Former medical assislant 
Deogratias Bizimana faces 11 
counts, including taking part in 
massacres in the Birenga and sake 
districts of Kibungo Province, and 
having "led a group of killers." 

He was also accused of car- 
ıying weapons, pillaging and fail- 
ing to help people in danger. 

Prosecutors alleged that Biz- 
imana admitted 1o the crimes, but 
the defendant — speaking in Kin- 
yarwanda, the national language of 
Rwanda -- told the court that he had 
confessed under torture, 

The prosecution demanded 
the death sentence for Bizimana, 
37, who is married and the father 
of two children. Some 200 people 
in the court room noisily ap- 
plauded the request, while the ac- 
cused looked calm. 

His trial is the first in rwanda 
of suspecis in the 1994 genocide 
during which Hutu militants killed 
more than 500,000 Tuisis and 


moderalc Hutus. 
AFP) 


gt i 


KIBUNGO, Rwanda ¬ The first 
trial in Rwanda of suspects linked 
to the country’s 1994 genocide 
opened here Friday, the accused 
pleading nol guilty to massacre 
charges against him while prose- 


FRANKFURT -- The son of the 
Frankfurt church suicide bomber 
comırnitted suicide in 1989 reports 
said Friday, provoking a deep de- 
pression in the woman behind the 
Christmas eve killings which 
ended in divorce and the loss of 


Tuiwan Parties 
Agree to ReiormSs 


Amid Splil 

TAIPEI — Taiwan's two biggest 
parlies reached a major consensus 
on political reforms at a stale 
sponsored multiparty conference 
on Friday, hours after an angry OP” 
position group announced its with- 
drawal from the forum. 
leading opposition Democratic 
Progressive Party reached signifi 
cant consensus at the national de- 
velopment conference, agreeing tO 
freeze all clections at the provincial 
government level, state radio said. 

The two parties have agreed to 
freeze provincial govemor and as- 
sembly elections in order t0 save 
state resources and increase EOV- 
ernment efficiency, nationalist 
lawmaker and deputy convenor of 
the forum Vincent Siew said on the 


Aung San Suu Kyi Allowed 
to Leave Compound 


the outing. Analysts noted it took 
place at a time of potential tension 
in the Burmese capital, where a 
bomb blast at a Pagoda complex 
killed five people Wednesday 


Sources close to the pro-de- 
mocracy Icader said it was the first 
time shc had left the compound 
since carly this month, in the midst 
of streci demonstrations by stur 
dents asking to form a union and to 
secure lhe release of detainees. 

Aung San Suu Kyi, who had 
been living abroad with her British 
kıısband and children, retumed to 
Burma lo care for her ailing mother 
and was caught up in the pro-de- 
mocracy demonstrations of the late 


1980s. AFP) 


(Af 


Shwedagon Pagoda. 2 
No explanation was given for 


Tasikmalaya Riots 
Spread to Neighboring 
Small Town 


TASIKMALAYA, Indonesia — A 
violent riot which Thursday hit 
this wesl Java town, causing exten 
sive damage and leaving al least 
one dead, Friday spread to the 
neighboring small town of Ciawi, 
sources sid. 

A mob in Ciawi, 14 kilometers 
(8.4 miles) northwest of Tasikma- 
laya, burned down at least five 
shops in the morning, an AFP cor- 
respondent said. 

“Yes, there was some incident 


shops were damaged,” said an offî- 
cial at the military operational 


tails but said the situation there was 
*ypder conlsol" and that about 100 
troops had been dispatched io re- 
store calm. 

Crowds were also gailhering in 
Singapama, just 10 kilometers (six 
miles) west of Tasikmalaya, bul 
there was n0 violence, sources 


said 
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S. Korea Economic Recovery 


Seen Hit by Labor Unrest 


recovery. 

Some analysts sail a short 
strike could even help case an 
overload of inventory in kcy sec- 
tors, such as automaking, 

A strike could be a short-term 
positive factor, said Jon Chong- 
Hwa, an analyst at Hannuri Salo- 
mon Securities. But two weeks or 
longer, it would be a blow to the 
bottom line. 

Automakers were running 
stockpiles of one month on aver- 
age, Jon said, compared with an 
ideal one to two-week supply. 

Hyundai Motor, the nation's 
largest carmaker, stood to be hurt 
the most by labor unrest, he said. 
Hyundai's Union Workers walked 
out on Thursday, halting produc- 
tion. 


Though Hyundai Motor has had 
a quite stable relationship with the 
ıumion this year, the union for the 
Hyundai group as a whole is very 
tough, he said. 

The carmaker had been forecast 
to see recurring profits of 310 bil- 
lion won on sales of 13 trillion in 
1997, compared with 400 billion 
on revenue of 11.8 trillion this 
year. 

Net eamings figures for 1996 
were distorted by a huge write-off 
due to Hyundai’s liquidation of a 
Canadian plant. 

The estimates were likely to be 
revised downwards, Jon said, due 
to this year's bearish market and 
possible impact from a prolonged 
strike. 


Pater) 


before 
closing at 659.01. Ht has declined 
by 26 percent from the beginning 
of this year. 

In the worst case scenario, ac- 
cording to the Daewoo Economic 
Research Institute, labor disputes 
could spin into prolonged strug- 
gles between iabor and 
ment, as seen during 1989. 

Over a five-month period in 
1989, 409,000 workers took part 
in strikes that robbed the nation of 
63.51 million work days, the insti- 
tute said. Lost production was val- 
ued at 42 billion won G49 
million), and lost exports atl 1.36 
billion. 

Jf that situation was repeated, 
South Korea could see its gross 
domestic product (GDP) growth 
decline to 5.6 percent, compared 
with estimates of growth of 5.9 
percent under normal circum- 


The new labor act will have a 
very positive impact on the econ- 
omy, he said. Short-term, this will 
come at the expense of strikes, la- 
bor unrest and further deleriora- 
tion of the economy. But this 
should be off-set by the long-term 


Japanese Ministers Divided Over 
Budger’s Adverse Impact on Markels 


Asked if iıtment with 
the budget, which included few in- 
centives for economic growth, 
was responsible for the recent 
weakness in share prices and the 
yen, Mitsuzuka said: “Probably, 
yes.” 

The finance minister said he 
“cannot agree” with objections to 
the budget among business lcaders 


judgements 
cannot be made without looking at 
the broader aspects,” he said. 
Kajiyama, the official Japanese 
government spokesman, said 
separately that the budget was 
the “first step towards fiscal re- 


“The decline in share prices 
and the yen’s value reflects psy- 
chological factors," he said. “I 
would like to ask you to exercise 
self restraint and confidence in 
making remarks to avoid fuelling 
iE Eo Roeraê unecessary, 


TOKYO — Finance Minister 
Hiroshi Mitsuzuka admitted 
Friday that declines in Japanese 
share prices and the yen's value 


speaking, at separate news confer- 
ences following a regular cabinet 
meeting which came two days af- 
ter the govemmenî approved the 
budget for the new fiscal year 


average plunged as much as 3.7 
percent Thursday before stabiliz- 
ing on Friday. The yen meanwhile 
remained weak agains1 the dollar 
after plunging to a 45-month low 
on Thursday. 


Bank of France Official 
Predicts 2.5 Percent Growth 


Monte Carlo. 

` Earlier this month, Economy 
Minister Jean Arthıuis declared 
that anticipated 2.3 percent growth 
for 1997 was “not an aim, but a 
lower limit.” 

Tuming to the issue of the com- 
mon European currency, 
Marchelli said he had voted for 
the Maastricht Treaty on European 
Union, “Dut with a certain anxiety 
which proved to be founded when 
you look at the difficulties we are 
experiencing at the momen." 

am 


PARIS — A senior Bank of 
France offkcial on Thursday 
predicted growth of more than 2.5 
perceni for the country in 1997, 
“Yes, it’s O.K. It (grov lh} has 
begun. The problem is that we 
will see a discrepancy between the 
effect of this resumption and em- 
ployment. But I'm telling you, we 
will have more than 2.5 percent 
growth.” Paul Marchelli, one of 
the members of the Bank of 
France board on monetary policy, 
said in an inerview with Radio 


of 65524 on 


SEOUL — If industrial chaos 
unleashed by unions furious at the 
passage of a new labor law 
persists, it could delay Sonth 
Koreas economic recovery, hit 
exports and cast a pall over a 
weak stock market, analysts said 
on Thursday. 

But the downtım was a bitter 
pill that had to be swallowed to 
help the nation’s boardrooms re- 
structure for a more profitable fu- 
ture, they added. 

The ruling New Korea Party 
rammed a bill allowing lay-offs 
and flexible work hours through 
Parliament on Thursday. 

Strikes were almost immedi- 
ately called by the outlawed Korea 
Confederation of Trade Unions, 
halting production at leading auto 
makers and shipyards. 

The main union organization, 
the Federation of Korean Trade 
Unions, advanced its plan for a 
two-day strike to Friday aftemoon 
from Samrday. 

If these strikes continue for a 
long time, this will have a major 
detrimental effect on the economy 
im the first quarter of next year, 
said Tae Chung, head of research 
at Jardine Flemîng Securities in 
Seoul. 

The strikes will lead to produc- 
tion losses, export losses and a de- 
terioration of the current account 
deficit, he added. 

The stock market fell more than 
22 points to touch a new year low 


f Economies 


2 
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cial motor for economic develop- 
ment in Cuba since the breakup of 
iis principal benefactor, the Soviet 
Union. 

fam 


European 
Investments in India 
Touch $9.6 Billion 


European investments in India 
reached an all time high of $9. 6 
billion in 1996, an increase of 18 
percent over last year. 

But the American competitors 
slîll led with approved direct in- 
vestments crossing $12 billion in 
1996, Press Trust of India news 
agency said. 


The major European invest- 
ments have been in telecommuni- 
cation, railroad, power, 
automobile and steel! industries. 


Persian Gul 


Stabilize After War Shock 


ing fiscal balance." 

PGCC states Saudi Arabia, Ku- 
wait, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) paid 
more {han $65 billion to finance a 
U.S.-dominated intemational coa- 
ition that ejected Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait in early 1991. 

‘The bulk of the funds were con- 
tributed by Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia, which were forced to withdraw 
from their overseas assets and bor- 
row from intemational markets for 
the first time. 

Such pay ments combined with 
weak oil prices in the following 
two years to prompt the PGCC 
govermmcnis to reduce expendi- 
ture as part of overall reforms, 
which also include privatization 
and atiracling capilal. 

Their efforts were supported by 
a recovery in oil prices in 1995 and 
their economies recorded one of 
their best performances this year 
because of a further improvement 
in crude prices, according to bank- 
ers. 

"The combined PGCC budget 
deficit was projected at around 
nine billion dollars this year but 
with the increase in oil prices, it is 
believed lo have been cut to below 
half," an Abu Dhabi-based bank 
managcr said.‘"This means the 
shortfall has been reduced to less 
than two percent ofthe PGDP." 

The price rise of around three 
dollars (his year has felched the six 
members, which control 45 percent 
of the world’s crude reserves, 
nearly $12 billion in extra earnings 
to push their income to ils highest 
level since the oil boom of early 
1980s. 

Despite the limited return of 
sanctions-hit Iraq to the oil market 
this year, Persian Gulf officials ex- 
pect another good year in 1997. 

Ar) 


ABU DHABI ¬ The economies of 
stabilized over the past two years 
after they were jolted by large cash 
Payments to counter the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait, an official stndy 
showed. 

The Persian Gulf Cooperation 
Council (PGCC) countries suf- 
fered from a mammoth budget 
deficit of $60.8 bilfion in 1991 al- 
though (hey were forced to with 
draw from their overseas assets to 
finance the Liberation of Kuwait, 
according to the study by the chair- 
man of the Arab Monetary Fund: 
(AMF), Jassim al-Manai. 

But sharp spending cuts in the 
following years triggered by weak 
oil prices and ing debt 
slashed the shortfall to around 
$11.6 billion in 1995 and it will 
likely go further down this year, 
Manai said in his study, presented 
to a PGCC investment seminar in 
Qatar last week. 2 

The paper, obtained from the 
Abu Dhabi-based AMF on Friday, 
showed the six niembers also man- 
aged to trim a record balance of 
payment deficit of $50.8 billion in 
1991 to only $2.5 billion in 1995. 

This means the budget shortfall 
was cut from 32.8 percent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) to 5.3 per- 
cent and the balance of payment 
gap from around 27.4 percent to 
only 1.2 percent in the same period, 
the study said. 

“The overall economic situ- 
ation in the PGCC is now charac- 
terized with stability on both the 
internal and external levels," 

“PGCC states have succeeded 
in achieving that stability by slash- 
ing the deficit in their budgets and 
balances of payments through the 
adoption of policies aimed at ra- 


Propaganda media of the United 
States” that would heip apply the 
Helms-Burton Law. 

That part of the law appcars di- 
rected at dissidents on the island 
who maintain links to the U.S. 


Helmıs-Burton into law afler Cuba 
shot down two U.S. civilian 


Naira Surges as Nigeria Suspends 


cated in Cuba after Fidel Castro’s 


economy 


1959 revolution can sue foreign 


Interbank Foreign Exchange Market 


gime came to power in November 
1993. 


the exchange rate at about 60 naira 
to a dollar are considered by ana- 
lysts as responsible for the current 
rise in the naira’s value. : 

Some government . economic 


` advisers Bave said publicly that 


there is a dire need to enhance the 
value of the naira vis-a-vis other 
currencies to encourage investors 
and bring down inflation, 

The Minister of Finance An- 
thony Ani hinted recently that the 
1997 budget would focus on eco- 
nomic growth and bringing down 
gs amy 


LAGOS — The value of the naira, 


Ê 


state to present a New Year's 


¬ bırdlget to the nation. But this has 


not been done since the present re- 


Japan’s Jobless Rate Falls 


“*We'T have to see the Decerm- 
ber mumbers before we can say 
(that it has peaked) wilh some 
confidence, ” he said. 


of a given month is counted as 

fully employed in Japan. 
Separately, the Labor Ministry 

reported Friday that the ratio of 


job offers to job seekers, an indi . 


cator of demand for labor, im- 
proved in November. 
ا‎ am 


TOKYO — Japan’s jobless rate 


said it was impossible to say if it‏ ا 
heralded a new trend.‏ . ` 


“At this point it is too soon to 
unemployment 


Nor could he say whether the 
jobless rate had peaked when it hit 


„ .. 8 Postwar high of 3.5 peıcent in 
.. May and June. 
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Hang Out With Sharks Along ۴ 


TEHRAN TIMES 


Maldives Coral Reefs 


flowing from under his no fear 
cap. Nicholls. 31. from Perth, 
hopes eventually to pursuc a ma- 


` rine-biology degree. 


One has to be a certified diver 


. ~ certified lunatic, some jokc — 1o 


go on dive cruises. But some boats 
like the Keema offer the standard 


four-day course 1o beginners. . ù 


The dhoni dive boat trails the 
Keema between atolls —~ ringlike 
coral formations arrayed tike gar- 
lands across hundreds of kri of 
sea, enclosing minuscule isles 
sprinkled some 650 km (400 
miles) southwest of Sri Lanka. 

Two or three times a day. de- 
pending on weatber, lhe puttering 
dhoni took us out to choice coral 
reefs, oflen néxt to channels will 
strong currents (hat bring in nulri- 
ents vital for healthy coral and 
profuse fish life. 


During the day sharks fin aim- _, 


lessly along reef walls. 4t night, ` 
they chase small fish for dinner 
with their jaws maniacally snap- 
ping opea and shut. 

The eagle ray, diamond-shaped 
and up to two melers (6.6 fl) in 
size, with a long whip tail. flapped 
by like a great bird of the deep. A 
school of rays paraded by at a 
depth of 25 meters (82 ft), some- 
what like models on a catwalk. 


In the glassy, limpid shallows 
off one beach, tîny ‘sting rays 
glided silently or slept on the sand 
bed. 


only sizeable town, where most 
peoplc still gel around on bicycles. 

Two brief stops al resorl İs- 
lands. where pop music blarcs and 
noisy package tourists swarm. 
confirm that staying on a boal. is 
more relaxing — if one can live 
with periodic rough seas. slifF 
bunk beds and no air-condition 
ing. 

The trade winds temper the sul 
try heat, betwecn 26 and 33 de- 


grecs Celsius (77 and 92 


Fahrenheit) year round. 

"I got into this frightful routine 
of being unable to avoid the 
Maldives on my relurn flight from 
Singapore, where I often go ou 
business. so Ive now been on the 

.Kecema ‘II times," said .Gordon 
Taylor. 58..a lace-curlain manu- 


THE MALDIVES -- Imagine 
watching sharks chase iridescent 
schools of fish as you drift 
weighllessly witb the current and 
hreathe freely deep in a crystalline 
coral sea. 

Ifthat’s your idea ofa thrill, far 
from hurly-burly civilization. take 
a scuba-diving cruise in the Indian 
Ocean archipelago of {he Maldi- 
ves. . 
"Gear up. folks!" shouted the 
Australian dive master, wearing a 
black baseball cap with no fear 
scrawled in white across the from 
and a pair of eyes in tlre back. 


That was the signal for our div- ` 


ing group to strap on air tanks and 
plunge from a converted Maldi- 
vian dhoni (fishing boat) into a 
whole new world. 


Imagine watching sharks chase iridescent schools of fish 
as you drift weightlessly withthe current and breathe 
freely deep in a crystalline coral sea. 


` facturer from Scotland 


Taylor. a former competitive 


swimmer who has dived for 25 : 


yedîrs and says he oflen leaps info 
chilly Scottish seas to snare lob- 
sters. was in formidably good 
shape. 

The group of nine on the 
Kecma included a 56-year-old 
American arms manufacturing ex- 
eculîve and his wife a 47-year-old 
Singapore Chinese doctor, a tiny 
woman who slipped into the 


depths like a mermaid andayoung 


E 
One has to be a certified diver — certified henatic, some 
Joke -- to go on dive cruises. But some boats like the 


۳ 


Keema offer the standard fonrm-day course to beginners. 


Turtles chewed audibly on 
tasty coral and flapped in slow 
motion to the surface to get a gulp 
of air before submerging again. 
The Maldivian government has 
banned the catching of turtles in a 
conservation move. . 

Huge manila rays and whale 
sharks, both harmless to divers, 
also roam Maldives rcef channels 
at certain times of the year, ` 


wounded in the shooting. 

One of (he robbers remained at 
large after he hijacked a taxi fol- 
lowing the 9 a.m. (0800 GMT) 
shootout. 

Two other robbers were 
wounded and later captured as the 
gang, using submachine guns, at 
tenıpted to escape through the 
city”s narrow cobblestone sirceis, 
said city officials. Another robber 


was captired an hour later when 0 


he returned to his hotel, 

Wearing fake wigs and false 
uoses, the robbers, (heir faces par- 
dally hidden, entered the Satan 
der Bank on the tree-lined Piura de 
la Tendillas in the city’s center at 
8:30 am. 1 


Bank employees, held ai gur 
point, led the robbers to the bank's 
main vaultand later fo its automat” 
ic maney dispensing machine. 
said a Banco Santaider spokes” 
man ih Madrid. 

The bank would not say bow 
much money was stolen OF 


covered. 

| The slain police officers were 
idenuifîed as Maria Angeles Ga 
cia, 4, a widow with two chil 
dren, and Maria Soledad 
36, who was married: . 
Af . 


. whether the money has been 


London fund manager with an un- 
derwater video camera. 

There was a friendly young 
Maldivian boat crew of five, one 
of whom had fallca in love with an 
Austrian woman diver and 


dreamed of joining her in Europe 


soon. . 

The Kecema’s captain and dive 
master is Carl Nicholls, a bronzed 
and casygoing Aussie. flaxen hair 


Two Women Police 
in Bank Robbery 


CORDOBA, Spain ~ Two female 
police officers were killed in a 
shootout with four Italian bank 
robbers along a downtown street 
in this popular tourist city. 

The slain officers, each with 15 
years on the force, were the first 
female police officers killed in 
Cordoba, police officials said. 

Two other police officers were 


While there are many places to 
dive along vivid coral reefs in the 
tropics, the Maldives are re- 
nowned for the big pelagic specics 
~~ sharks and rays -- that do not 
threaten humans, unless pro- 
voked, and normally stick lo re 
mote open waters. 

The best way to see them, as 
well as exotic and colorful recf 


` denizens like the hawksbiil turtle, 


leopard moray ceci and golden 
trumpet fish. is to wander the 
Maldives atolls on a live-aboard 
dive safari boat. 

We spenf two wecks on the MV 
Keema. a British-run, 26-meterf 


` (85-f) vessel wilh six twin-berlh 


cabins. desalinaled showers, ar 
audio-visual dive library and de- 
lectable meals of fish caught daily 
on the voyage: 

There is no alcohol aboard the 
Kcema or ary where in the chain or 
1.190 üiny islands. except on 72 
reserved only for tourisis, because 
the Maldives is a Muslim nation. 

But no ore comes to these isles 
to parly. They come 1o sce the 
underwater wonders and heavenly 
whilc-sand beaches skirlcd by co~ 
conut palms. 

Beiwecn dives on the Kcema, 
you can sunbathe, rcad, listen to 
music from a portable CD player 
or just gaze Ou 1o sca, sweCpIng 
out lo lhe four horizons in streaks 
of emerald. aqua. {urquoisc and 
ultramarine bluc. 

A formêér British colony, the 
Maldives is Asia's smallest nation 
with 245.000 people living mainly 
from fishing and tourism. Male 
(maa-lèy) is the quaim capital, and 


Technical Failure Blamed 
on Hong Kong Plane Crash 


This caused a loss of lilt and 
Pilot control at a critical mement 
during takeoff. and the plane 
crashed. it said. 

Six out of 12 people were killed: 
in the incident on September 23 
1994, The plare that day hd car. 
licr compicicd two figs from 
Hong Kong 10 Hanoi, ferrying 
back 66 Victnamese migrants un- 
der a forced repatriation Progrm., 

Nine safcty recommendations 
have been made, six of them to the 
Planes Indonesian operators, Pe- 
lila Air Service, it said. 

Two others concern the advice 
of Lockheed. manufacturers of the 
Hercules {ransporter. on emer 
gency procedures and the type of 
throltle cable uscd, 

aFF 


HONG KONG - The Hong Kong 
goverment on Monday issued a 
report blaming technical problenıs 
for the crash of a Hcrculcs 
transporter planc here in 
September 1994 in which six crew 
were killed. 

The pianc divcd inlo Hong 
Kong Harbor on take-off for iis 
rectum to base in Indonesia. after 
completing a mission fo repafriale 
Vietnamese boatpecoplc. 

The investigation canc!udcd 
the "most likely cause of the accin 
dent was a malfunction" affecting 
one of the aircraft's four propel- 
lers. a gûvcmment slalemett said, 

The propellor was found ta bc 
in "fine pitch." a mode that is only 
used for taxiing on the ground, it 
said. 
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Life on Mars Story Energizes 


بی 


from lhe repaired Hubble Space 
Telescope have slimulaled specu- 
iation ou whether life exists oul- 
side our solar system, when the 
universe began. how slars arc born 
and how old the oldest heavenly 
bodies aye. 

In the last 12 months, Hubble 
has shown astronomers a Texas- 
sized dust storm on Mars, a movie 
of Neptune's wild weather, a 
blinking pulsar twirling at the 
heart of the Crab Nebula and the 
results of a smashup between two 
distant galaxies. 

În addition to pretty pictures; 
NASA is also stressing the philo- 
saphical and scientific implica- 
tions of the search for cosmic 
beginnings in its so-called origins 
program. 

At a White. House meeting on 
ihe subjecL, religious. scientific 
and policy leaders framed the es- 
sential quesüions they said might 


ce Exploration 
0 A 


rock collected on Mars could be 
returmed 1o Earth. 

The reporled biological Mar- 
tian fossils were found in Antarc- 
tica, presumably from a mcicorite 
that fell to Earth from Mars 16 
million ycars ago, If the fossils 
collecled on Mars match the fos- 
sils fron Antarctica, scientists 
would have much more (o go on in 
their quest for Martian life. 


Anyone out there? 


Spa 
WASHINGTON — When future 
historians look back on 1996, they 
may bypass political change and 
economic ferment in favor of 
some of the most cosmic news 
everto hit {he headlines: thc report 
that there mig be life on Mars. 

Ever since the august day wien 
U.S. space scieulisls unvcilcd A 
chunk of grey rock alleged to con- 
tain biological fossils from Mars. 
lhe world’s imagination has been 
fired by the possibility we might 
not be alone in the solar system. 

A later repori of polar ice on the 
moou — possibly the remnant of a 
comet's dusty tail ~ further fu” 
elled fascination. 

But decades-old space Icchnol- 
ogy showed a troubling tendency 
to break down at crucial momenis. 
sending a 300 million Russian 
Mars probe crashing back lo 
Earth. keeping shuttle astronauts 
from taking a scheduled space 
walk and stranding U.S. scientist 
Shannon Lucid aboard the Rus- 
sian Mir station. 

These two factors ~~ the decline 
of old technology and (he rise in 

interest in extraterrestrial life -- 
have helped push ıhe National 
Aeronautics and Space Admini- 
stration away from years of ent- 
phasis on human exploration of 
space and towards a focus on 
space-faring robots, telescopes 
and other machines. 

Robots Will Blaze the 


Trail 


“We shouldn't be sending pe0- 
ple until we do some reconnais- 
sance with robots," NASA chicf 
Daa Goldin told reporlcrs before 
the launch of Sojourner, a remote- 
controlled vehicle the size of a 


للل کل کک oOWOC ako‏ ا( 
Ever since the august day when U.S. space scientists‏ 
unveiled a chunk of grey rock alleged to contain biological‏ 


"Ss imagination has been fired 


fossils from Mars, the world 


by the possibility we might not be alone in the solar 


gypstem. 


The United Slates will continue 
to conduct staffed spacc Hlighis 
aboard thc ageing space slunlic 
flect and in cooperation with the 
Russian Mir, and the long-delayed 


ee ae 
"I don’t think we’re alone . .. Jll take some time to 
contact them, but one day we will meet them and we will 
be surprised because they will be very different from us." 


be answered in the uext 15 years. 
These included: 
When and how primitive life 
emerged on Earth? 


® Whether there is or was life 
on Mars? 


® Whether (he presence of 
water of one of Jupiter's 
moons might harbor primi- 
tive life? 


® Whciher other planetary sys- 
tems might foster life? 


® How the early stages of the 
universe unfolded? 


For some, the question of 
whether extraterrestrial life exists 
is not even an isşue, 

"Yes, definitely, there's life out 
there." Mike Kaplan, director of 
NASA's origiis program, said 
earlier in the year. 

“! don't think we're alone . .. 


IW take some timét to contact 


them, but one day we will meet 
{hem and we will be surprised be- 
cause they will be very different 
from us.” (Reutar} 


launch of 1he firsl clement of the 
17 billion international spacc sta- 
tion is set 1o take place in 1997, 
Howovcr, astronomical discov- 
cerics are gaining pride of place in 


. . he global debate over outer space. 


A spate of starlling images 


large toy ruck meant 1o suryvcy the 
Martian surface like a mechanical 
geologist. 

"I don"t think a robot las the 
dexterity or the ability to reason 
like a human has. but it's uırca- 
sonablc to just say Ict's go scnd a 
human to Mars and fecl good 
when the nation has a wholc vari~ 
ety of financial issues to face up 
to." Goldin said. 

Goldin's best guess was that 
human beings could venurc 10 
Mars in the sccond decadc of the 
2 Ist century. 

But the tantalizing question of 
whether Mars might support life 
could be answered before tlıat, in 
2003, when the firsi samples of 


UAE Bars Foreign Lawyers: 
From Court Appearances 


UAE nationals but confines thcir 
activitics to their offices. 

Forcign lawyers have been 
given five years to adjust fo Ue 
new rules, which were fist an- 
nounced in J991. They werv rali- 
fied in March this year. 

Justice Ministry sources said 
1he new law was part of a job na- 
tionalizalon drive and wis de- 
signed to ensure jobs for the 
growing number of nalive law- 
yers. 

According 1o ı1/ Bavan NCWS- 
paper. the rtew law stipulatcd local 
lawyers must noi be below 23 
years of age and musi be rCEIS- 
tered with the Justice Ministry. 

arz) 


ABU DHABI — Forcign lawyers 
will no longer be allowed to 
appeas in court in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) but wil be 
permitted to practicc from their 
offices, lawyers said recently. 

A new law cndorscd by the 


„ cabinet early is year permitied 


only local lawyers lo appcar in 
court to defend clients as part of a 
campaign to nationalize jobs and 
case reliance on foreign labor. 
"The law took cffcci today 
(Monday).” Sulciman al-Minhali, . 
a local lawyer. told AFP, "We now 
are ihe only lawyers authorized (o 


take lawsuits in court.” : 
Tle new mules allow 1 reign 


lawyers 10 become partict with 
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It is reported from Ali-ibn-al 
Hussein [Imam Sajjad] (AS), who 
quoted the Messiah (AS), as hav- 
ing told his disciples: “Verily, this 
world is merely a bridge, so CrOSS 
iL and do not become preoccupied 
by it." 


(Bahar, Vol. 14, P. 219) 


1990 - Indian governmen 


Dawn (tomorrow). 
Sunrise (tomorrow)... 


‘Honoring the Self: 


How to Grow Self-Confidence, Self- Respect 


1- Awareness. including self- 
awareness 


aware. to send the scarch light of 
consciousness outward toward 


Self-confidence is confidence 
in my own mind 1o cope with ba- 


A person who does not fecl 


` confident in the performance of 


birththe self does not exist. . 


exists is the raw mate- 


rial from wh can some 7 
: E e E o ali Particular task such as oper- sic challenges of Hife. Sclf-respect the world and inward toward our 2- Self acceptance 
A new-bom infant does not yet ng a business, designing a com- is the feeling of personal worth: inner being. 3- Self-responsibility 
have a sense of personal identity ELAR ls or flying an "ls it appropriate that 1 should be To default on this effort is to 4- Integrity 
There is no awareness of separale- ا‎ ne does not necessarily happy?. That others shold find default on ourselves at its most 5- Independent thinking 
ness, at least not the kind we er from a poor self-esteem. me lovable? That 1 should be basic level. 
adults ul a physically healthy person treated with respect? That my ‘To honor the self is lo be will- These are the key pillars of 
T ag a 8 who feels fundamentally inade-  nceds and wants should maller 1o ing lo think independently. To _ SSlKesteem. We will begin with 
0 evolve into the first one. the central onc. the 


commitment to awareness and 


live by our own mind and to have 
the courage lo have our own per- 


those close to me? Self-respect 
answers "Fes" to {hesc questions. 


quate to the normal challenges of 
life, such as earning a living. most 


„, Primary human challenge. Be- 


cause success is not guarantced. vareness. 

At each step of e aE e, Ithink weall agree So we can summarize evey- ccption and judgcments. ela 

front some fom of the question 2 ا‎ thing we have been discussing To honor the self is not only The commitment to awareness 
person who feels undesery- with this simple formulation: what we think but also what we which mcans living consciously 


pertains both to our awareness of 


The challenge to honor the self 
calls on the heroic possibilities of honor such as a Nobel Prize or Î am competent to cope with the over. arc frightened by or angered ourextermal world, our awareness 
our nature, It calls on the will 0 _ URiversal adulation for having challenges of life and thal 1 am by. And to accept our right 0© of our behavior and our awarc- 
think. to understand, to remain dashed off a fairly nice painting deserving of happiness. which in- cxpericnce such feelings. ness of inner world of thoughts. 
true to our. understanding, to OF having created a piece of art, _ CIudes the perception that I am To honor the selfis to preserve cmotions. feelings, needs and val- 
&stnuggle. to endure, to persevere _ Again does not necessarily lack a  oveablce: an attitude of self-acceptance. ues, One of the meanings - onc of 
and to remain open and: «respon good self-esteem. Is it possible to posscss 100 which means to accept what we the central meanings - of living 
sive to life. . But a person who fcels unde. high a level of sclf-cstcem? Not if are without self-oppression or consciously is the qucstion and 
1- You must epi every. Serving of happiness. who fecls we understand that we are speak- seif-castigation. Without any pre- concerned with the questions 
thing, positive and negative, thai worthy of any joy or award in ing of authentic self-esteem. A  Itcnce about the truth of our own "What are my purposes? What arc 
you know about yourself. fife. surcly has a self-esleem defi- genuine organic cxpericnce and being. Pretcncc aimed at deceiv- my stratcgics? Is my bchavior. in 
2- You ought to take responsi . CÎCNCY. not some ovcr-inflatcd pretence ing either ourselves or anyone fact in alignment with my sirate- 
bility for all your choices and ac- So what we want to sce is that. At sel-Valuc. celse. gics and purposes?" 
tons. - „self-esteem is a concept perlain- No one would ask: `Is il possi- To honor the self is 1o live 5 1 
3- You should be able to rust ig 1o our fundamental sense of ble to enjoy too high a level of authentically. To speak and act People who live consciously. 
your mind to.make decisions tha _ €TÎcacy, and our fundamental physical health?" Hcalth is an un- from our most inner conviclions people who livê out of a commil- 
guide your life. ` sense of worth. qualified desirable. so is positivc and feeling ment to awareness are VCIY CON 
4~ You must be committed 10 High self-esteem can best be selfesticcem To honor the self is to refuse 1o0 _ CeFEd with these questions. 
becoming aware of your feeling _ URderstood then, as the integrated Here is a point we necd t0 accept uncamed guilt - unjuslifi. ___ Tntermally. wilh regard to the 
and the impulses behind your ac. SUM of self-confidence and self . BIASP. Genuine self-esteem is not able guilt - and to do our best to internal focus. il means a continu 
tions. respect: competilivc or comparative. Nei- correct such guilts as we may ing, interesting. identifying our 
ن‎ ther is genuine self-esteem eX- have eamcd. own needs, our own wanis. RoC- 
3 pressed by self-glorifîcation at ‘To honor the self is {o be com- _ Ognizing. owning. accepling our 
| SCRABBLEÎ 1 BBLE (£ l2 | k& 8 the expense of others. Or by lhe mitted to our right o exist. which own feelings and emotions. Clari- 
quest to make one-self superior t0 comes .from the knowledge thal fying our own values and aspira- 
SCFUESLED i a r س‎ cemed in tbe LSA. by Hazbro, Inc., in Canasta by Hast | al others or lo diminish others as pyr life does nat belong to others lions. And monitoring our own 
: E to clevale one-self. and that we are not here on carth behavior to be certain thal il is in 


alignment wilh our goals. 
Now. a sub-point here is that 


fecl. want. need. desire, suffer 


to live up to someonc clse's ex- 


Self-esteem is the experience that 


Arrogance. boastfulness and 
over-cstimation of our abililies 


ing of some particular award or 


IUUUOUDU 


*Shall1 honor or betray’ the self?" 


. tions. 
e Fl F4 E E ‘reflect inadequate self-esteem e many people this is a terri- living consciously. living out ofa  jopens talks with Sikh leaders « on 
RACK ralher than as some people imag- {ying responsibility. commitment l0 awareness means 
Ll UJ Ll Ll Ll Ll Ll ine 100 high a level of self-esteem. To honor the self is to be in paying attention lo lhe results of 
In human bcings joy ir the mere  4ove with our own life. in love our behavior. nol living like a 
[2+ A] o | E [Plas 8 fact of existing is a core meaning with our own responsibilities for drunken driver. Noticing what  sırangers lo ourselves and be on 
Word Seo of a healthy self-esteem. It is a growth and for experiencing joy. works and what docs not work. intimate relations with ourselves, 
meK2 | stale of onc who is at war neither in love withıhe processof discov-  whal advances us. whal retards we need to experience Our emo- 


tions and not just name them. And 
perhaps a litlle anecdote will il- 
lustrate what IT mean: Suppose 
that my spouse asks me: "How are 
you?" And [I respond: "Fine", in 
somewhat an irritating way. Per- 
haps I1 am preoccupied about 
something. And then she might 


PAR SCORE 125-135 say: "It looks as though you're 
by JUDD FOUR RACK TOTAL really distressed about some- 
TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN thing." And I pausc and I go 


decper into myself and I then take 
a brcath and I sort of sink in what 
1 am fccling and [ say: "Yes. I'm 
worricd about such and such.. and 
now Î am beginning to actually 
experience the feeling. and talk 
about il inlciligently and share it. 
And what then typically will hap- 
pen is I will get release and I will 
gel rclicf from tension. i will be 
able (o bc more appropriate in the 
conversation and oflen I can gain 
relief from the troublesome fecl- 
ing through the simple act of al- 


us. Wha! makes us fecl betler 
about ourselves. what makes us 
fecl worse about oursclvcs. 

If we want to undersland our- 
selves. if we want to rcally not be 


ering and exploring our distinc- 
tively humane potentialilics. 
Thesc are all charactcristics 
and behaviors of a person who 
honors the self. 
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HEALTH CAPSULES ® 
Michael A- Pett, M.D. 


CAN TAKING T6o MANY 
VITAMINS WHILE YOURE. 
ا‎ YOUR 


with herself nor with others, 
What docs il mean to honor the 
self? Honoring the self is the as- 
sertion of consciousness - mcan- 
ing the choice to think, {© be 
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DIRECTIONS: Make a 2- to 7- etter word from the letlers in each row. 


Yes. FoR EXAMPLE, Too 

MUCH VITAMIN A CAN 

INCREASE THE CHANCES 
OF BIRM PeFecTs. 


HeaHh Capsules ı5 net mirndedl to hr of a 
dirqnnstic naftorn 


lowing myself first to experience 
it honestly: 10 own iL. and then 10 
express İt, in this case, to someone 
who cares and who is truly 
interested. 
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Commercial Property‏ & زا 


1: 200 


Weve approved that we arê 
Hout": THE BEST 


Agen 


{ Ca Robinson 
‘Triplex, 1200 sq.m land, 1800 sq.m 
built area, 10 bedrs, 4 fp, sip, 
sauna, beautifully furnished, 
totally renovated, reasonable price. ا‎ 
کے‎ Floor, No. 60, Maryam 
: Africa Ave. 
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Tle Chiticese HWrslecirust 


E 
Looking For With Our 
Professional Guides 
8i: 2229109-222159 
PAN: 2229153 


THI ONLY GENUINE 
CEHNESE 
FOOD IN TOWN Invention Reg. No..25124 


Tels شات‎ 137 


No. 3, Abdo St., 
Vali Asr Ave. 
T 9Û 714 - 8810163 


OPP. 
Fatemi, 


„| Norik of Pasdaran. 
Super lux, 115 sq.m, 2 bedrs, 
fully fura., pvt. tel. 


Piegse ol: 1219908 


For Rent (uly to Foreigners 


dete 8 
Luxury 3hedr apL, Lîurn j | Time Magazine Simahac 
tzgant Tvesimen? 4 el: 2O3293 On CD. Af issues from 1988 10 94 
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investor or partner with the good profit 
& fas! turıhack of money is needed. 


aed: S$ 05156 
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KHORASAN TURQUOISE STORE. 
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200 sq.m, 3 bedrs. 
fully furn., ceramie 
fir. sauna & Jacuzzi. 


THE ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE 
# 3I, MODARRES & AFRICA 
JUNCTION 


295 sq.m office space and 58 sq.m 
street-level store, together or separate, 
in well-equipped (air-conditioning, 
elevator, etc.) building north of Ostad 
Motahari (Takht-Tavoos), Shahid Sarafraz. 
(Darya-ye Noor) Street, just outside Hmited 
traffic zone. Contact owner at 873-2756 
(8:30-13:30) or 254-7465 (15:30-20:00). 


PERSIAN 
English, French, Italian, Spanish 
in 3.months 2217161 

LEKRN 


Guitar 2217161 


Bahonar - Kashanak 
Apt., 100 sq.m. 
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We Are Ahouî io Meet Your e Nan 


Multiple epo ty for all those ف‎ hvolvê in business 5 wih the highest 
` degree of quality. 

Record your information in <IRAN’S GUIDE> and enjoy this excellent 

opportunity with the following advantages: 

1) On Internet (1 year) 

2) On BBS (2 years) 

3) One CD-ROM (Bilingual: Persian & English) 

4) On priut (full color book which will be released free of charge all over the 
country and around the world among trading companies, business centers, etc. 


Tel: Fax: Description: 
We are willing to enjoy fhe above-mentioned advantages in form of: 


and of relenlless publicily-seek- 
ing. 

Kuwasnicwski’s focs blanc him 
for not persuading Ihe SLD 1o al- 
low ratificalion of a trcaly be- 
twecn Poland ind the Vatican a 
highly divisie issuc which he 
plcdged to Iry (o resolve. 

Janus Picchocinski. deputy 
parliamcntan'’ chicf of the SLD’s 
coalition partner. thc Polish Peas- 
dnl Pariy. secs behind Kwas- 
nicwski’s low-key approach it 
home a longcr-lcrm stratcgy first 
1o slowly build his authority. then 
become more iaclive. 

KwasnicwskL who helped rc- 
form Poland's ulterly discredited 
communists aflcr their 1989 fall 
from power and led them to par- 
liamenlary clcclion viclory in 
1993. is scen as an SLD Liberal 
~— keen 1o cclipse ils conservative 
left and dıus promotc tlc parlys 
wider acceptance in socicly. 

Under the cover of Kwas- 
niewski's presidency there will be 
a move of the SLD away’ fronı the 
ideological side towards Liberıl 
Social Democracy. Picchocinski 
said. 

On a personal Icvel Kwas- 
niewski has proved ù sıırvivor. 

He shook off cmbarrassmenis 
over his misleading claims to a 
collcge degrec and his personal fi- 
nances which emergcd bcforc (he 
November 1995 election. in which 
he narrowly beat Walesa. 

He was sworm in on December 
23 amid a crisis over securily 
service allegations Iit his parly 
colleague. Prime Minister Jozef 
Olcksy. had infonuncd for Moscow’ 
spics. 

Oleksy quit. although prosecu- 
tos later ruled the cvidcnce 
against him did not sıntd tp. 
Kwasnicwski was unsenthed, 

Opinion polls suggest thc pub- 
lic, even many opposition support- 
cS. are impressed by his 
performuance so far, 

An October survey by ile Pub- 
lic CBOS Organization showcd 
ihat 65 percent of those policed ap- 
proved of his perfomance and 65 
percent also thought he was a bei- 
ter president than Walcsa — al- 
though his approval slipped back 
lo 58 percent in November afler 
ihe aborlion law and other contro- 
versics. 

li remains 10 be seen whether 
such mlings will last if, like 
Walesa. Kwasniewski is con- 
fronted by a hostile Parliament in 
the second half of his five-year 
tem. 

We will Icam cxacly what kind 
of a President Kwasniewski will 
be only' afler the next elections, 
when he may have to face. .. sig- 
nificant anliprcsidential forces in 
Parliament. {he Peasant Party’s 
Piechocinski (old Reuters. 


nisi group. that hc cannat be a 
president of all polcs as promised. 


said solidariy chicf Marian 
Krzaklewski. 

Kwasnicwski’'s chance to make 
his mark through quict coopera~ 
ton wilh a friendly Parliament 
could cend late next ycar. w lıen the 
parlies grouped around the Soli- 
darily Union may beat his bom- 
again social democrus in 
parliamentary polls. 

For now Kwasniewski. 42. is 
riding (he cresl of a wave of Pol- 
ish successes. whether minly his 
doing or nol. 

lf you add up cconomic growth. 
lower inflation, lower uncınploy- 
ment. progress lowards NATO 
and the EU, the Nobel (literature) 
Prize for Wisliwa Szynhorska 
and our (Oly nıpic) gold medals inn 
Atlanta. (his was a really sııccess- 
ful year. he said smilingly when 
asked lo sum up lis start in office. 

He stresses forcign relations 
and has made morc tan 20 trips 


` abroad. including to Wastington. 


Moscow. Woestem Europe and 
ncighboring states, skilfully pro- 
moting lhe key goals sel out under 
Walesa of rapid NATO and Euro-' 
pean Union neımbership. 

He had a clcar strategy, to get 
1o the main capitals, see all Po- 
land's ncighbors, reconcile Russia 
10o swecten the pill of NATO en- 
largement — unlike Walesa who 
raitled the bars of the bear's cage, 
said a Westen diplomat, reflect- 
ing praise abroad for the smooth, 
wclltailored Englisl-speaker. 

Kwasniewski is proud of bis 
own molc as a champion of 
Ukrmine’s clTorts to tie itself to 
Central and Westem Europe. 

initially criticized for visiting 
Belarus and mecting President Al- 
cexander Lukashenko who was 
clashing with Parliament, Kwas- 
nicwski later initiated a joint dec- 
larıtion with his Lithuanian and 
Ukrıinian counterparts in support 
of democracy in Belarus. That 
lelped Poland’s clainıs to be a re- 
gional leader. 

Even opponents give him some 
credit for forcign policy, but do- 
mestlically critics accuse him of 
passiv'ily. of skirting tough issues 
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who 


Kwasniew 


Alcksander 
Kwasniewski has grown plumper 
and more popular. and won 
applãuse for his foreign policy 
since becoming Poland's president 


3 year ago. but his grcatest , 


challenges lic ahcad. 
cx-communisL 
pledged in his clcction campaign 


to heal divisions Icft from the pre ¢ 


1989 fight for democracy and be- 
come 2 president of all poles. 
admits that ie has so far failed in 
his respect. 

Polish groups fron left to right 
are so immerscd in histor and 
now in the {parliamentary') elec- 
toral campaign thal .. party inier- 
ests or thinking wins out. he told a 
news conference, 

Several key domestic goals lal 
Kwasniewski had pronuiscd 1o 
help achicve. such as a reform of 
the crumbling social securily sys- 
tem and the drafting of a national 
constitution. remain unaccom- 
plished. 

This is despite the fact at un- 
like tomer Presiden Lech 
Walesa, who clashcd so often with 
leftist foes in govemmen hat 
poles grew weary of war at the 
top. Kwasniewski could work 
wilh a cabinet and Parliament 
dominated by his own canıp. 

Solidarity veterans shi olive 
branches. 

No top veterans of ihe pre-1989 
struggle against coninmunism 
waged by Walcsa's solidarity 
movement havc acccpled Kwas- 
niewski’s calls for cooperation in 
areas like foreign policy, where 
there is wide consensus. 

The opposition argues that 
while the president has quit his 
ruling Democratic Left Alliance 
(SLD) to show he is above narrow 
party ties, he remains wedded to it 
and shrewdly promotes the politi 
cal interesis of the fonncr No- 
menklatura. 

The rightist, pro-Roman Catho- 
lic Solidarity Election Action 
(AWS) opposition alliance. now 
ahead of ihe SLD in opinion polls. 
is embitlcred (hat he signed a lw 
casing abortion. 

TI has cven suggested it mig 
seck presidential cicctions to get 
rid of Kwasniewski. once a new 
constilution is passed. 

The first year has shown hc is 
preside of a lcflist. post-commu- 


_ Greek PM Wins Ferst 
Fight for Reform 


lenge of the European Union, 
Simitîs told Parliament 
He has proved himself a skilful 


He then fought his way to the op 
in a bruising leadership batile in June 


apitalist 


care. 
A ime Mafiosi would have little 
iotble getting her transfered to 
an clinic. But Kostya stnıg- 
fo fo ind the phone number of a 
r riend who might be able to 
help, while Vasya told grim tales 
about medical disa“: in Russian 


Documents Seized in Corruption Case 
Returned to Former Antigraft Judge 


opened against him. 
The subjcct of three scparatc le- 
gal inquiries, Di Pictro has 


emerged unscathed in cach case, 

Political observers have sug- 
gesicd the investigations of Di 
Pictro are pari of a widcr atemp! 
to undermine the Icgitimacy of the 
“clean hands" probe. which he 
headed. : 

The investigations he led trig- 
gered a political carthquake in li- 
aly and ked to landmark general 
elections in March 1994, won by 
media magnate Silvio Berlusconi. 

Di Picio quit as a magistrate 
two weeks before Bcrlusconi re- 
signed as prime minister afler an 
ally in his center-right coalition 
defected. 

According to a survcy of 500 
pcople, Di Picio was namcd 
“man of the year” with 553 per- 
cent of the vote, with Pope John 
Paul H a distan sccond with 25. 7 
perteni. arf) 


BRESCIA, Italy — Prosecutors 
said they would rehım documents 
scizcd during a raid to collect 
evidence of corruption against the 
country’s one time top anligrafl 
magistrate. 

Antonio di Pietro, who quit as 
public works minister in Novem- 
ber following charges that he pro- 
tecled a corruplion suspect while 
serving as judgc, had filed an ap- 
peal following the morc than 12 
hours of searches on December 6. 

The Brescia Court must now 
make a decision on the legilimacy 
of the scarches. ا‎ 

Some of the material demanded 
by Di Piciro had alrcady been re- 
turned on December 14. court 
sources said. 

Di Piclro was namcd public 
works minister following the cen- 
terJlefl's victory in April general 
elections, bul resigned on Novcm- 
ber 14 aficr a judicial inquiry was 


Project: the steady, reliable leader 
back down regard- 


and diplomats have 
alî taken to the streets in prolest or 
gone out on strike against his poli- 
cies and 1997 budget. But Simi- 
üs stood firm and said Greece 


, onîy Balkan state, Greece is also 
the only member which has failed 
to meet any af the Maastricht 


currency. Even the 
Czech Republic and Hungary have 


which he counted on Patience 
rather than force, Simitis also saw 
his budget passed by a vole of 160 
to 136 over the weekend. The 


Spread C 
age in Siberia 


sands of others, have not gone on 
strike. 


which has trapped even those pits 
and factories which could have a 
bright future. 

Taking advantage of the loop- 
holes left by rapid economic 
change, the middlemen have 
spread across Russia, representing 
a big temptation to poorly paid of 
ficials, who can share in the prof- 
its by tuning a blind eye. 

In a Westem economy they 
would fît in to the normal scheme 
of things and laws and compeli- 
tion would protect industrial 
workers from being cheaicd out of 
the fruits of their labor. 

Here, however, the workers are 
virtually helpless. 

Outside the proscculor’s office 
in the regional capital Kemerovo, 
employees of a big chemical fac- 
tory are holding a picket in the 
freezing cokl, trying to get the 
‘authorities to lake up thcir wage 
claims against their bosses. 

The court accepled our claim, 
but nothing has becn donc about 
il, said one. 

He and his fellow workers have 
suffered from the likes of Kostya 
and Vasya whom they sec as an- 
other sign that some people in the 
new Russia are above hw while 
others are oulside it. 

We wanted them to sci up a 
barler syslem so that we could get 
goods for our products, but it 
turned out to be just another way 
of ripping us off, the workcr said. 
But though they secm to have a 
frce rei to go aboul thcir busi- 
ness, Kostya and Vasya are not 
wiha iner, Kostya found out 
that his fiancee back in Novosibi- 
irsk had had a miscarriage and 
was stuck in a hospital which had 
a terrible reputation for patient 


the weekend and the seamen gave . 
up a weeklong port strike. The 
goverment woukl be very wrong 
to hold the illusion that the calm- 


E EHFHEEPEHOE FF ¥ 


Mafiosiî 
Mess 


i 8. 1 hotel restaurant — where Vasya 
ل‎ i أ‎ 1 orders double portions — and then 
RM A ۳ ‘to the local casino to hone their 
j skills at billiards and (alk about 
the weekend's skiing they are 
`, gy planning at the end of their busi- 

: 9 q1 nesstiph. : 

١ 0 They do not have the usüal at-‏ ا 
Î. tmibules of the hated Mafia, a‏ ۱ 
anyone from gangsters to govem-‏ 1 
E ment officials who have made a‏ 
lot of money.‏ 

They bavé no gold chains, 
2 bodyguards or guns. Nor are they 
the sons of influential men, al- 
though they deal with them. 

We were at a mine today where 
the directors” sons have set up a 
” company io supply the workers 
with goods. We got there just in 
dme to join irr the déal said 
Kostya. 1 

Vasya said his father was an in- 
dusîrial worker in Novosibiirsk 
who, like millions of olhers in 
Russia, had not been paid for 
months. He goes to work because 
be doesn't know what else to do, 
he said, explaining why the father 
and his workmates, unlikc thou 
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Southeast Asia — Where Cities 
Choke, Forests Vanish 


leading 10 more devastation and 
mismanagcmenî Or over-exploita- 
tion of resources. . 
One recent significant develop- . 


°" ment is Indonesia’s plan fo cut ` 
` down one million hectarcs of for- 


esl in Kalimantan on Borneo .Is- 


land to corrvert the land to fice ¥. 


production. 

Much has been madc of this 
plan as a way of making up for the 
shorifall in rice production and 
achicving Indonesia's aim of rice 
self-sufficiency, a keystone in the 
government's alltempts.10 {ted a 
population nearing 200 milion. 

"If they can have sustainable 
rice production on that land it is 
not Sachi a bad thing. The problem 


Will we get the environment back? . 


is whether it is alt suitable. What 
suspect is that some of it is and 


- some of it isn’t." Sayer said. He 
` argues for a thorough study of the 


project to determine which land is 
suilable and which is not 
The yield for agricultural crops 
is not increasing fast enough, so 
there has to be more land culti- 
valed, he said. EY 
But in some arcas there. are 


` emerging positive trends. 


Forest depletion in Malaysia, 
for: example, is declining. when: 
those who had previously engagğl 


. inshifling agriculture find alema. . 


tive employment in plantations; 
sawmills and factories. ::: 7. , 

"It appears that hè depletioriof 
forests tends: to go band in hand - 
with certain early stages of devel 


°` opment,” Sayer said. . . 5: 
‘In Thailand; where jobs axe in 


creasing, people are turning away 
from agriculture and moving. to 
the cities. Those Icfl behind are . 
increasingly cultivating’ alterna 
tive crops, such’ as strawbêériês, 


grams 


However, in Burma, 


ests that had been carefully: 
aged for more than 140.years. 
But forested areas-are: in 


cm China througk g 
poticies that make it profi 


cuitivate plantations and-akê 


longer-term plans. 


But for biodivèrsity itis mêl’ : 
` more iriportani 10 get forcsis lal 
are in the right place and a ile. 


modificd from ihe patiral 
possiblë; he aî ا‎ 


for quick profits is deplelirtg: 


- ing in places likê Java and-soub, 
Titablë 10 


oppasition politicians say. 

Officials responsible for the 
project said tbey were confideni 
the public would prefer thc rail 
service. which runs above {he 
city’s ralfic carrying 16,000 pas- 
sengers an hour, to buses and {axis 
which are much slower and uırc- 
liable. 

Prime minister Mahathir Mo- 
hamad"s government has also 
been promoting Hqucfied natural 
gas (LNG) as fuci for cars, saying 
emissions arc safer {han those 
from gasoline. 

National car company Proton 
has spearheaded (he campaign by 
introducing more LNG-powcred 


While Souticast Asia’s cities | 
have bcen gasping for air under a 
growing cloud of exhaust fumes, 
there is carnage in the region's 
forests. although here, too. tbere 
are signs lhings may be taking 4 - 
tum for the betier. NEE S7 

Jeffrey Sayer, director-general 
of the Bogor-bascd Center for In- 


JAKARTA -— Economic growth is 
surging in Southeast Asia. but at a 
heavy price as cities choke on car 
exhaust fumes and foresls 
disappear under the saw. 

But analysts see glimmers of 
light for the environment. 

Bangkok's jam-packed streets 
are the most notorious. Each day 
more than 760 new cars take to the 
road and Bangkok’s 10 million 
people make an average of 18.87 
million journeys. 

The Thai capital is building a 
mass public iransport sy stem but it 
is not expected to be operational 
until 1999. Until then people will 
continue {o rely on cars, laxis, mo 
torcvcles and buses. whose belch- 


ing exhausts poison the air and 
make the city "a public health 
nightmare. 

The Thai authorities said new 
environmental regulations should 
start to ease the problem next ycar, 
but effectiveness depends on en- 
forcement, which has been lax in 
the past. 


The Thai capital is building a mass public: 
system but št is not expected to be operational until 1993. 


Until then people will continue to rely on cars, taxis, ` 
motorcycles and buses, whose belching exhausts poison 


ternational Forestry Research (Cl- 
FOR) in Indonesia, said thc issue 
was not halting deforestation but 
lhe amount of forest, the type of 
forest left and where it is located. 

“It iş unrealistic 1o think there . 
will noi be a lot morc forest 
cleared. but-it is important that you 
do safeguard a certain amount of 
forests for environmenlal reasons 
and biodiversity," Saycr told 
Reuters. 

It is wrong to just portray the 


e e 
While Southeast Asia’s cities have been gasping air 
under a growing eloud of exhaust fumes,.there is carnage 
ên tke region’s forests, although here, too, there 
things may be taking a turn for the bette. 


problem of forests as a problem 
wilh logging of nalural foresis as 
it's a-problem of competilion for . 
land use. و‎ 

It's a much bigger problem 
than good or bad logging. The real 
long-tenın problcıns arc outside 
the forestry sector, 


Increasing population puts - 
pressure on agricultural produc- 
tion which increases the demand 
for land and leads to forest deple~ 
on. Relaxing (rade barriers also 
has an effect. : 

Areas opened up by commer- 
cial logging are ofign then ex- 
ploited by shifling agriculture 


the atr and make the city a public healtk nightmare. 


"Lead should not pose any 
problem at all next year thanks to 
a law requîring cars to use lead- 
Tree gasoline which has been in 
place since early this year," said 
Supat Wangwongwatana, director 
of air quality and noise manage- 
arent division in Bangkok’s Pollu- 
tion Control Department. 

The level of carbon monoxide 
and dust should also drop duc to 
various laws we currenily usc to 
curb them, But it all depends on 
law enforcement and traffic condi- 
tions, he said. 

In neighboring Malaysia, the 
streets of the capital Kuala Lum- 
pur are rapidly approaching Bang- 
kok levels of congeslion, but 
earlier this month the city opened 
a mulübiilion-dollar elecıric rail 
nctwork aimed at reducing the in- 
flow of traffic. 

There are seven million vchi= 
clcs on the road in Malaysia — an 
average of one vehicle for every 
1hree pcople. Some 250 people 
dicd in road accidenıs in Novenı- 
ber, officials said. 

Opposition politicians say, 
however. that there is a major snag 
to the light rail transit (LRT) pro- 
jecl — price. 

Al 75 Malaysian cents 
(U.S.50.30) fora ride bctwcen lwo 
slalions a mile (1.6 km) apiını. the 
rail scrvice is exorbitanily -priccd, 


Baby Doll Teaches U.S. 
Teens About Parenthood 


able to provide statistics showing 
that its doll works but it encour- 
ages schools lo monitor pregnancy 
rales before and afler they start to 
use it in health classes. The com- 
pany wants to collect the data but 
for now." Mary Jurmain said. “It 
relies on strong anecdotal evi- 
dence that baby think it over is 
making a big impression on thou- 
sands of teens." 

The dol! sells for $250. A $275 
drug-dependent model that teach- 
ers call Crack Baby Think It Over 
is also available. Schools typically 
buy one doll and students take 
tums taking it home on the week- 
ends. The dolls come with a preg- 
nancy prevention curriculum 
tcachers can use in class. 

“In its suggested program, the 
company avoids telling teenagers 
how they should keep from get- 
ting pregnant — whether they 
should abstain or use contracep- 
tion We really (ry to remain neu- 
iral on that because the doll is 
used by such a wide variety of or- 
ganizations,” Jurmain said. 

“The Mormon Church has 
bought them. Planned Parenthood 
has bought them. It’s all over the 
political spectrum. So we try to 
stay out of ıe debate. The instruc- 
onal materials ... focus or “This 
is what it’s like to have a baby and 


health teacher downloads its inter- 
nal records to find oul low the 
student did as a part-time parent. 

“They all ıhink il's going to be 
rcally casy to have a kid. 

“Then they gel slapped with re- 
ality when ihcy take this thing 
home ... It does scent lo be getting 
the point across.” Wauconda High 
health tcacher Tracy Fessler said. 

Baby Think Ii Over Inc. . the 
Eau Claire. Wisconsinbased 
manufaclurer, has sold morc than 
2.000 dolls in thrce years amidst 


CHICAGO —— Parenthood. was 
tough for Teresa Pridemore, but 
luckily for her it only lasted three 
days before she had 1o retum her 
litle bundle to health class. 

“It was hard, very hard ... You 
have to devote, like, all your tine 
to this baby,” the 15-year-old stu- 
dent at Wauconda High Schoo! in 
suburban Chicago said. The bawl- 
ing infant she unloaded on ber 
health teacher afler one sleepless 
weekend was Baby Think It Over, 
a plastic doll being adopted by 


“Giving young people a realistic idea of what st 
means to be a parent is an effective way to 
encourage them to delay sexual activity and 


financially and 


parenthood until they're 


emotionally ready for it, and hopefully married.” 


continuing public concen about 
tecnagc pregnancy. But the doll 
has cencounicred criticism, said 
company president Mary Jurmain. 
who co-owns the company with 
her husband, Rick Jurmain, who 
invented the doll in their garage. 
*We have had a couple of dis- 
gruntled people who felt that this 
sort of thing should be taught at 
home and only atl home,” she said. 
"But we have something of a cri- 
sis here. So I think most people 
understand that vou teach itl where 


“T brought št over to her house and dropped it off. It 
was, hke, an annoyance. Having to carry it around 
and stuff. It just showed me 1]°*m not ready yet. 

Because I'd rather be out just having fun and stuff 
thar sitting around with this thing.” 


tîke care of iL Students can draw 
their own conclusions about how 
they want to prevent that from 
happening,” she said. 

"The manuals also focus on the 
financial expenses of‘caring for a 
baby with exercises that require 
careful budgeting and a trip to he 
store for baby supplies. Thats a 


revelation for many kids who have 


a very unrcalisüc idea of the ac- 
Tal costs of taking care of a 
baby," she said. 

Bill Yundl. 15, was the first 
boy al Wauconda High to take 
Fessler up on her option to take 
Baby Think It Over home instead 
of writing a 500-word report about 
a disease. 

Reuter 


Skull Casts Doubt 
on When Blacks 


Arrived in U.S. 


HAVANA — An ancient human 
skull! uncarthed last month near 
Mantazas, a provincial capital east 
of Havana, is about 1.100 years 
old. scicntisis here said in a 
discovery that would conradicl 
historical accounts. 

The consensus among scientisls 
today is that blacks came lo the 
new world as slaves aficr (he arri- 
val of Christopher Columbus in 
1492. 

„Bu thal vicw could change 
with ıe discovery of a skull with 
Necgroid features believed to be 
about 1.100 ycars old, ihe weekly 
magazine Juventud Rebelk'. 

Belonging 10 an adult ıxılc, the 
skull was unearthed at an archac- 
ological cxcavalion site in an an- 
cient burial ground ncar nıantazas. 


e 


piri 


you need to teach it. High school 
and middle school is wlrere it's 
easies1 to calch a whole bunch of 
kids." 

The U.S. teenage birth mic has 
declined for four years in a row 
from a 199! high of 62.1 births 
per thousand women agcd 15 to 
19 to last year's 55.9 per hou- 
sand. the American Acadcmy of 
Pediatrics said. The drop is en- 
couraging afler ycars of increases 
through ihe 1980s, it said. bul lhe 
nuniber of tecnagers is rising so 
fasi that iccnagc birhs could rise 
again by 2000 if current raics hold 
sicady. 

No Statistics on 
Whether It Works 
“Baby Think H Over Inc. is un- 


thousands of U.S. high schools to 
help deter teen pregnancy. 

The State of Indiana began dis- 
tributing 195 Baby Think It Overs 
to schools and counselling centers 
statewide this month, marking the 
largest organized use of ihe dolls 
to date. 

“Giving young people a realis- 
tic idea of what it means to be a 
parent is an effective way to en- 
courage them to delay sexual ac- 
tivity and parenthood until they 're 
financially and emotionally ready 
for if, and hopefully married,” In- 
diana Governor Evan Bayh. who 
backed the doll distribution. said. 

Students in health classes using 

the 6-U2-pound (2.7 kg) Baby 
Think It Over have to take it home 
for the weekend, along with all the 
usual gear including a car seat and 
a stroller. The do!l crics at all 
hours of the day and night at ran- 
dom intervals determined by its 
computer program. and ihe tcen 
parent has to hold a kcy in a slot 
in the doll's back for 15 to 20 
minutes to quiet it, simulating the 
time and effon nceded to fecd,. 
change or console a real infant. 


No BabySitters 


Allowed 

The care key is attached to the 
student"s wrist by a tamper-proof 
bracelet to prevent recruitment of 
baby-sitters. 

The doll also has intemal sen- 
sors to detect rough handling or 
extended neglect. On Monday 
morning, when it is retumcd, the 


Internet, On-Line Industry Satisfied 
With New Copyright Treaty 


halL” argued MCI clicf tcchnol- 
ogy counsel Timothy Casey. 

A coalilion slalcmcnt cre said 
copyright scholars. librariiıns and 
scicnlists had lobbied delegates in 
Geneva on lhe impact of curbs on 
tcınporıry computer copying of 
nıuterials 1ransniittcd ovcr the in- 
temet. 


H says: “The treaty fingunge 
would permit lhe usc of tcchnol= 
ogy 1o devclop Copyrighl prolec=- 
tion mechanisms of lhe fulure. 

“The signing of is (realy is an 
importıni step towards 1lte devel- 
opment of technological solutions 
to further balance the inlcresis of 
copyTigM owncr wilh the Irce 
flow of data and informaton on 
ihe Inlermet,”" said Peler Harter, 
pubtic policy counsel! of Nciscape 


, Communications. 
arm 


WASHINGTON > An 
international coalition of iradc 
associalions, Intencl and Oreline 
associations expressed saisfaclion 
at ıe approval reccıully of a 
digital copyright treaty. 

The ad hoc copyright coalition 
said it was pleased tın thc agree- 
ment worked out in Geneva by the 
World Intellectual Property Or- 
ganization did not contain ”Arli- 
cle Seven.” 4 

The provision, initially part of 
the proposed trcaly text and a- 
ively opposed by Imeruel service 
providers and telecomımunicalions 
companies, would have applied 
copyright protection to “lempo- 
rary” copies made with cach lap 
on the keyboard. 

“Forcing transmission conpir 
nics to Iry to read and cvaluale 
every lutemct transmission could 
have ground the Intermec! lO 4 
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UN Renews Cyprus Force Children Suffer in Flood of 


Rwanda Refugees, 


from a forcst arca near hE Kali 
camp. where they had been hold- 
ing out, and ordered (o walk to 
Rwanda, 

Aid officials said their Icaders 
were Hulu cxtremists who feared 
to return (o Rwanda because of 
their alleged involvement in the 
1994 genocide. 

On Sunday a heavy rainstorm 
halted the movement of refugees 
towards the Rwanda border, forc- 
ing many of them to shelter under 
scraps of plastic sheeling,. 

UN refugee officials handed 
oul packets of high-energy Dis- 
cuits lo exhausted groups of refu- 
gees. many of whom said they had 
been on the road for more than a 
week. Aid workers werc taken 
by surprise last weekend when the 
exodus of refugces began, from 
the Bcnaco camp. But they 
quickly organized food supplies 
and transport facilities to help the 
retuming Rwandans, 

Lincs of trucks waited at ihe 
Rusomo border (o transport many 
of the refugees back to their for- 
mer home areas. Others, who 
originally came from villages near 
the border. conlinued on foot. 

(Reuter) 


Cockcrcl!l said (here were 
50.000 more refugecs strciching 
in a long column along Ilıc roads 
leading to (he Rusomo border 
crossing. 

The flood began a weck ago. 
after Tanzanian authorities lircd of 
playing host to the Rwandan refu- 
gees, gave tbem until ihe cend 
of Deceniber to quit the country. 
their home for the pasi two Ycars. 

Despite the size of the exodus 
there were few problems, Cock+ 
ercll said, and the area was calm. 
Many of the refugees, however. 
were visibly cxhausled aficr Irck- 
king for days from the refugee 
camps where they used to live. 

Some refugees had cominilted 
suicide rather than go back to 
Rwanda. apparently fearing retri- 
bution for the genocide in which 
about 800.000 Tutsis and moder- 
ate Hutus dicd in 1994. 

One aid official (old Reuters 20 
suicides had bec reported fron 
the Kitali camp alone. He said aid 
workers checking the now-de- 
serted camps had found the bodics 
of several Rwandans who had 
hangcd themselves herc. Last 
weck abou 10.000 rcfugecs were 
rounded up by Tanzanian soldicrs 


NGARA. Tanzania — Rcd Cross 
workers siruggling to cope with a 
human lide of Rwandan refugees 
returning honte reported an 
alarming rise in the mımbers of 
children separated from their 
parents. 

We've had 1.583 inquiries for 
missing children. Out of 674 chil- 
dren registered as lost. 164 have 
been reunited with their parents, 
International Commitlce of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) delegate Justin 
Cockerell told Reuters. These 
numbers are alarming. 

He said 494 of Lhe lost children 
had been taken across the nearby 
border into Rwanda, where ICRC 
teams would try ta trace their par- 
ents among the hundrcds of thou” 
sands of refugees who have 
flooded back to Rwanda in the 
past week. 

In some cases. aid workers 
said, exhausted parenls had delib- 
erately abandoned thcir children 
because they were confident they 


. would be fed and carcd for by Red 


Cross teams. 
Estimates of the (otal of refu- 


„_ gees crossing back inlo Rwanda 


0 Tanzania topped 360.000 on 


` Security Council Disbands 
Sttll-Born Multinational Force 


he was "not in a position tO reCONI- 
mend to the council the estab- 
lishment of a United Nations 
operation 10 follow on from the 
mulination:tl force," (AFF) 


China Stops 68 
People Fleeing to 
Kustralia 
Hong Kong — Chinese authorities 
have stopped 68 pcople from 
trying to leave the country by boat 

for Australia. 

‘The G% people. consisting of H0 
men, 15 women and 13 children. 
werte intercepicd by coastal patrol 
boats al {he sca over ihe wevkend. 
the Chinabacked Ta Kung Paa 
daily said. 

Each of ihe would-be illegal 
immigrants reportedly paid %.000 
yuan ($970) lo a Beihai-bascd 
trafficker idenlificd as Cai Jiang. 
to take them (o Australia. the re- 
port said. 

The majority of them were 
farmers from Lhe booming south- 
crn coastal cities of Fangsheng, 
Qingzhou. Bcihai and Hepu in 
Guangxi Province which borders 
Victnann. the reporl said, {4FF) 


pala-bascd multinational force. 
with ils operational wing at Ihc 
Ugandan capital's airport il En- 
tcbbe. Ind negotinlions on drop- 
ping supplies 1o refugees from 
plancs or setting up ground corri- 
dors gor nowhere. 

The Security Council acted (o 
formally wind up the force on 
Monday. after (he Canadiin gov- 
ernmemM on Dcccmber 17 it~ 
formed UN Secretary-Genernf 
Boutros Bouiros-Ghali tht the 
force as authorized no longer 
sen'cd any purpose. 

Council president Paolo Fulci 
of laly informed Boutros-CîliHi in 
a lctler approved on Mondity tliat 
"the members of (he Security 


Council fake note of {he view of 
the govemment of Canada ex- 


presscd in the lefter of December 
13. 1996 and they agree that the 
functions of the multinational 
force lave thercforc comc t10 an 
erd. " 

Boutros-Glali noted in a report 
to (he Sccurity Council that an es- 
tinaled 540,000 rcfugces had re- 
turncd {o Rwanda from caster 
Zaire. and more than 235.000 from 
Tanmvnnia. 

The UN chicf in his report said 


UNITED NATIONS — The UN 
Security Council formally 
disbanded a month-old 
multinational forcc for Zairc 
which was wound up before being 
fully deployed. Western 
diplomals said. 

The multinational Force was 
authorized by Security Council 
Resolution 108 on Novenıber 16. 
at the height of the refugee crisis 
in castem Zaire as hundreds of 
thousands of mainly Rwandan 
Hutu refugees were forced out of 
their camps by fighting betwccn 
rebel Tutsis and (he Zairean Arty. 

The Canadian-lcd force was 
originally intended to be 10. 
sirong and planned to open up bhu- 
manilarian corridors I0 lıclp relicf 
agencics operalc and assist ihe re- 
patriation of the refugees. 

Only several hundred Iroops 
were ever deployed by he Kim 


Looks to New Negotiations 


two coununitics on in ov errll! 
settlcmcin. 

The hend of the inicmationally 
recognizcd government in Ni- 
cosia. President Glafcos Cleridcs. 
heads tlc Greck Cypriot commu- 
nity. Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denkitash is president of a break- 
away goverment recognized only 
by Turkey. 

The United Siales and Britain. 
whose forcign secretary recenlly 
visitcd Iltc island for he first Lime 
in 30 years, are also helping pre- 
parc (he ground for ncw negolia- 
tions, 

The Security Council rca 
firnwd that a decision by the Euro- 
peat Union (o open negotiations 
with Cyprus -- probably in latc 
1997 or carly 1998 — or EU mem” 
bership was an imponiant new de- 
velopment that should facilitate an 
overall scıilcnent, 

The EU issue added urgency to 
the planned inter-comimunal nego- 
tiations since continued division 
of the island would complicate 
Cyprus’s cf{Torts lo join the Eura- 


` pean grouping. The Turkish Cyp- 


riots say hey wil! strengthen their 
links with Turkey if the Nicosia 
govenmmicnt tries lo take tbe still- 
partilioncd island into the EU. 


(Ren tar) 


According to the sur'cy. age 
also played a role. 

Fillty-four percent of ovcr 56- 
ycar-olds were against lhe pro- 
tesis. compared {o 25 percent who 
supporited them. Official media 
are tradilionaly favored by older 
readers. 


The ratio was rcverscd amongst 
the 18 to 35-year-olds. 

Sixty-one percent werc for and 
15 percent were against. 


In the past, pollislers in Serbia 
have stmggled 10 ovcrcomc public 
suspicion, which has Icnded to 
skew resulls . in favor of the 
authorities amd madc accurile surr 
veys difficult. 

But political analysts said ihe 
survey scemced to confirin an op- 
position belicf that hey had wide- 
spread backing cven in rural and 
indusirial areas 1fiıat have ي‎ 
aly O ibe nıling Sociali 


a package of measures designed to 
case tensions. including inntti- 


` ning military posts in close prox= 


imity. barring the presence of 
loaded weapons along the cunsc- 
fire lines and adopting a codec of 
conduct bascd oR miniimi force 
and proportional response. 

U also rcitcrated gmm'c concern 
over {he excessive levels, of nili- 
lary forces and armaments and 
lack of progress lowards a signilî- 
cant reduction in (he number of 
Torcign iroops. The council callcd 
on all concerned 1o commit fren 
selves to n reduction in defense 
spending anıd in the forcign troop 
strength. 

The Greek Cypriot-led gavem- 
mtcut recently acquired a umber 
Oflanks and other hoy wenpons 
and is rcporicd to be planning to 
buy Russian-madc S-300 air de- 
Tense missiles, while some 301.000 
Furkish ıroops are still in norhem 
Cyprus. 

The council reiterated that the 
present situation on (he island is 
unacceptable and welcomed cf 
forts by the UN special repre- 
sentative for Cyprus. Han 
Sung-Joo of South Korea. to prc- 
pare (he ground for open-ended 
direct negotiations in the first half 
of 1997 bciwccn the leaders of ihe 


Zajedno coalition of opposition 
parties have attracted up to a quar- 
ter of a ınillion supporters in Bel- 
grade alone, and have spread lo 
dozens of other (owns across Ser- 
bia. 

The pariner survey showed 
clear divisions of opinion accord- 
ing to the respondanis" source of 
news, and their age. 

Of those who obtained their 
news from the state-run national 
daily Politika newspaper. +5 per- 
cent were e to the marches, 


ا م 3 ا 
But 83 percent of thc readers of‏ 


were agains then. 
State-controlled media, ` which 
dominate the nation’s news. have 
pushed storics of the prolcsls t0 
inside pages. and portraycd pro- 
tests as insignifican but violent 
cyenls staged by irailors lo the 
Serbian cause and servants of the 


UNITED NATIONS — The 
Securily Council renewed the 
nandatc of ıhe 1,200-member UN 
Peacekceping force in Cyprus 
unlil June 30, 1997 and called for 
steps to facililate a ncw diplomatic 
drive tO reunite the divided island. 

' The resûhution was adopted u- 
-dhanimously . without any 
speeches. 

Cyprus has been virtually par- 
titioned into a Greek CyprioPsouih 
and a Turkish Cypriot north since 
troops from Turkey landed in 
1974 in reaction to a coup in Ni- 
cosia backed by the military junta 
then ruling Grecce. 


.„. The UN Peacekecping Force in 
Cyprus (UNFICYP) yas deployed 
in 1964 to halt violence betwcen 
the two comnmunitics aflcr 2 gov- 
ernment comprising repre- 

ntatives of both brokc up threc 
years after independence from 
Britain. 

The council resolution de- 
plored a series of incidents in ro- 
cent montis in which three Greck 
Cypriot civilians and a Turkish 
Cypriot soldier were killed. say ing 
violence along the cease-fire lincs 
had reached a level not scen since 
1974. 

Ii called on both jes to accepl 


independe: 
phone poll of 1,019 people be- 
tween December 13 and 16, when 
the daily demonstrations had al- 
ready been going for more than 
three weeks. 


Asked their opinion of the pfo- 
tests, 47 percent said they cither 
fully or mostly supported them, 
compared to 33 perccnl who were 
mostiy or totaly opposed. 

.. The demonsualons erupted 
when clectoral commissions cOnN- 
trolled by the ruling Socialist 
. Party reversed opposition victories 
` jin 15 key towns and cities. includ- 
ing Bcigrade, in state-wide local 

elections on Novcnber 17. 
The protests organircd by the 
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in Russia, see as YelfSin"s succes 
sor in the Krein, was reelected in 
June with dearly 90 percent of he 
vote. 

The luge celebration party, 
sure to enhance Lurzhkov’s high 
profile style, is an expensive affair, 
Ponomaryov . refused to disclose 
the overall cost. 

It is big money, he said, adding 
إو‎ 
a E O BES E 
was tight. 


sponsors for the celebrations, 
among them foreign companies 
like Coca-Cola and Pepsi-Cola. 

Operation brigit facade is also 
a joint venture. Ponomaryoy said 
Russian and foreign fimms 
covering 70 percext of the overs 
costs in return for property and 
leasing rights. 

Other private companies are 
hoping to profit from the celebra- 
tion. Cups, watches, posters, (- 
shirts and other memorabilia 


ahkov, the mastermind of 
Moscow's architectural rebirth-af- 
ter the end of communism in 1991, 
bas launched operation bright fa” 
cade, a campaign to repaint some 
af Moscow’s historic landmarks. 

Among them is the grey Stalin- 
ist-era house on the embankment, 
the former residence of prominent 
Bolsheviks and Soviet appa” 
ratchiks now rented out to rich Bew 
russians. 

Experts still have to decide on 
the precise shade, but the color is 
expecicd to harmonize with the 
newly-built Christ the saviour ca- 
thedral on the opposite side of the 
River Moskva, ciose to the Krem- 
lin 

The church, another brainchild 
of the popular mayor, is a replica 
of the 19h Century monument de- 
stoyed on the orders. of dictator 
Josef Stalin in 1931 and replaced 
with a public swimming pool after 


his original plan to build a huge 


palace fcii through. 

In five years in office, 60-year- 
old Luzhkov has won much ac- 
claim for his efforts to ciean and 
spruce up Moscow, which is offi- 
cially home to some nine million 
and unofficially up to 13 million 
inhabitants. 


Luzhkov, wo is seen by some : 
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` Guatemala Guerrillas Face 
Peace With Confidence 


wanted by the state for rebellion, 


. But few of the combatants in Elvira 


Camp plan to seek normal jobs. 
We will contirme following the 


` guerilla high command, and or- 


ganize the political party, a licıten- 
ant known by his norm-de-gueire 
arturo said, referring t0 lhe 
URNG’s plans to enter politics and 
field candidates in national elec- 
Most of the other young to mid- 
dle-aged guerrillas — including 
eight women -- said they would do 
political work with the URNG af 


, Eivira camp will watch he 
peacê accord signing on television 
in the hills, while exiled guerilla 
commanders will] return from 
n to attend the actual cer” 

(Route) 


a spokesman `` AJlexandeî 
Ivanko said. that .sipporters of : 
Alija Izebegovic; had Decn gol 
around primary schools ‘Eig 


of Santa Claus, old man Tips ۵ 


vanko said. “It’s a real cappig? : 
against Sarita Claus; apd you hf: 
7 pictures ûf hiri iî lo 


he said. 
“1 {link thé best ing woul 
if the SDA now. very qukckly 
tances itself from -thiese. 
about the position of ie. ai 
ship of the Bosnian de Yi” 
e Ca ea n 


‘them not to allow the Jocal vesion 


party and a friendly soccer match 
with the guerrillas. A lieutenant 
named Lima said it would not have 
been good public relations to beat 
the iocals. Perhaps he was justify- 
ing the result — a two-two tie. 

Despite approaching peace, 
however, the Fools e a dp: 
ping their guard. 

In the mormings, troops were 
up in formation by 7 a.m. they then 
crawled through tbe undergrowth 
wilh loaded rifles in exercises that 
their officers said were aimed at 
keeping them combat-prepared to 
the bitter end. 


Some 140,000 have died or dis- 
appeared during the war, many 
massacred by the army in the early 
1980s, when a brutal counterinsur- 
gency campaign reached its height. 

The population of this camp 
will swell to 300 or more in Jana~ 
ary when it becomes one of eight 
around the country where the guer- 


The guerrillas will then be free 
to return to normal lives, no longer 


Ruling Party Denies: 3 1 
Anti-Santa Claus us Campaign 


was waging an anti-Santa Claus 
campaign in Sarsjevo. 

` The SDA has not begun, nor 
will it begin actions against the 
celebration of Chriştmas in public 
places,” the SDA wrote in a state- 
ment to tbe AFP. 

While Santa- Claus and Saint 
Nicholas are not part of the Bos- 
a t, end-of year celebra- 

were Citizens” privaf 
the SDA wrote. a 

The denial follows a request 
Michael Steiner, depuly to 0 
Westie peace envoy Carl Bildt, 
that the SDA should make clear iis 


Position on Santa Claus 
ports of SDA efforts 1 ground he 


ESCUINTLA, Guatemala ~ After 
36 years of fighüng in one of the 
most blood-stained countries of 


parties as if peace had already ar- 
rived. 


Ifit were not for the 36 years of 
sirnıggle, we never would have gol- 
ten to the negotiating table, a 
stocky guerrilla known as Captain 
Pancho told Reuters. We now have 


„a base for building a democratic 


society. 

After five often-rocky years of 
negotialions, the rebels and the 
goverment were due to sign a 
treaty bringing a definitive end to 


the war on Sunday ir a ceremony 


in Guatemala city attended by 
heads of state and internationaf 
Pancho is among 80 guerrillas, 
mostly of Indian descent, prepar- 
ing for peace in Elvira Camp, a 
month-old encampment of rudi- 
mentary shelters and hammock 
beds in wooded hills only 36 miles 
{60 km) from the capital. 
Until very recently, the gueiril- 
las would have kept their guns 
strapped on as they danced over 
Chrisinas. Their camp would have 
been farlher away from large 
towns, heavily guarded and secre- 


tive, ت‎ 

This ycar the guerrillas stored 
their arms in a sbclter and cranked 
up a battery-operated radio. A gen- 
erator provided lights on the dance 
floor and laughter was loud and 
unrestrained while the guerrillas 
whacked at pinatas, colorful ves- 
sels hung high and filled with gifts 
or candy. 

Rebcl family members, as well 
as sympathizers from local vil- 
ages, came into the camp for the 


dent Boris Yeltsin has set the dale 
for the huge birthday party. Sep- 
tenber 5, a Friday, will be the main 
day. of celebration, followed by a 
weekend of both solemn and infîor- 
mal activities. 

There will be a main event on 
red square, certain to include all of 
Russia’s political and cultural elite. 

This will be a very dignified 
event, Ponomaryov toli Reuers. 
He did not want to give details 
because they had not been final- 
ized. 


Other celebrations include a 
commemoration of the dead and 
survivors of World War II -- 
known here as the great patriotic 
war — who defended their country 
and its capital against German 
troops. 

Every part of town has plans for 
its own festivities, Ponomaryov 
said. Each cinema, museum, thea- 
ter, gallery and cultural institution 
is set to participate. 

Moscow school children will be 
given special lessons on their City 
and there are plans for programs 
for the elderly and needy. 

Landmarks renovated Moscow 
expecis hundreds of thousands of 
tourists from bome and abroad, in- 
cluding those attending a United 
Nations-spousored meeting of 
mayors from the world’s largest 


PABE 12 


Moscow to Celebrate 850th Birthday in Grand Siyle 


MOSCOW — When Prince Yury 
Doigoruky of Viadimir wrote tO 
his brother Prince Svyatoslav on 
July 27, 1147 suggesting they meet 
at a wooden fortress on the escarp- 
ment of the River Moskva, be did 
not know he was making history. 

His letter was the first recorded 
reference (o the city of Moscow 
and 1147 has since been consid» 
ered the official founding year of 
the borough destined to become the 
capita] of a world uperpower. 

In recent history Moscow's 
birthday is commemorated at the 
beginning of September, usually in 
a rather quiet sy mbolic form. 

But next year the city is to mark 
its 850th anniversary in grand 
-style. 

The dynûmic and ambitious 
Mayor Yury Luzhhkov is organiz- 
ing a string of festivities, including 
a three-day party, and has ordered 
a major face lift for the city, eager 
to shed its drab communist-era im- 


age. 
Hundreds of thousands, may be 


up to a million people are busy, 
putting the final touches to the 
celebration program, said Igor 
Ponomaryov, head of a Moscow 
city government department Cre- 
ated to organize the event. 
Something for everyone 


planned by decree, Russian Presi- 


Rebels Drag Peru Hostage 
Crisis Into 11th Day 


the time in the world, he said, ac- 
cusing the govemment of provok- 
ing a bloody, military solution 
instead of negotiating, 


According to Cipriani the hos- 


tages are in good health but a loud 
explosion on Thursday night inside 
the pitch-black compound led to 
fears for the safety of the mainly 
vip captives. 
Cipriani, who entered the com- 
pound for the second day Thurs- 


day, told reporters the capüives 
were not hurt, 


They are well, they are calm, 
they are firm, he said. 

Red Cross officials said the ex- 
plosion may have been caused by 
an animal stepping on a mine near 
the building. The rebels are armed 
with grenades, explosives and arn- 
ple anmunition and have booby- 
trapped cntrances to the building, 
freed hostages have said. 


A Canadian priest arrived from 
his parish in Lima’s poorest 
shanty-lown to hold a mass outside 


tbe besicged residence in the early 


hours on Friday. 

Itis more and more important 
to keep praying. The situation is 
geting more delicate, churchman 
Gregorio Chiswood said, gs the 
songs of his church's choir drifted 
towards the hoslages. 

The crisis began when the re- 
bels stormed the residence during 
a smart party on Dec.17. 

Neighbours of the besieged 
residence have become increas- 
ingly frustrated at the length of the 
siege. World media interest in he 
crisis has tumed their leafy suburb 
into the crowded, grubby home of 
hundreds of journalists perma- 
mentiy camped at the site. 

You lot are the terrorists. ve 
had 10 days and 10 nights of this 
rackel pow and 1 don’t wani to put 


up witb it one more misuie, one 


neighbour, who refused to give her 


name, shouted at journalists. 
(Reuter) 


no official response from Lima. 

The rebels, who initially seized 
more than 500 guests at a lavish 
reception in the ambassador’s 
home, have kept those they corr 
sider most useful as bargaining 
chips, including top Peruvian gov- 
ernment officials, ambassadors 
and Japanese businessmen. 

Catholic bishop Juan Luis 
Cipriani, who entered the com- 
pound for the second day on Thurs- 
day, appealed to the rebels to 
examine their consciences and end 
the siege. 

Lt eê koşê i êk haie a 
be moved, Cipriani said, adding 
Pope John Paul was following the 
crisis closely and praying for the 

EE 

The guerrillas freed Guatema- 
lan Azubassador, Jose Maria Ar- 
gueta on Thursday. The gesture 
was to show their support for the 
peace treaty between his govern- 
ment and the country’s Guatema- 
lan National Revolutionary Unit 
(GRNG) rebels, to be signed on 
Dec. 29, according to Argueia. 

The rebels have warned their 
103 captives will not leave the 
Japanese ambassdor’s residence 
until the government frees more 
than 400 of their jailed comrades. 

Fujimori bas flatly rejected the 
rebels’ demands, telling them to 
lay down their arms and release all 
their captives if they want lo avoid 
the use of force. 

He also ignored pleas by bos- 
tages to econnect services lo the 
building where the captives use 

flashlights after dark. 

Isaac Velazco, the MRTA’s 
self-styled international spokes- 
man, told Reuters ‘by telephone 
from Hamburg, Germany that his 
comrades in the residece would 
hold out for as long as it took to 
secure the release of rebels bêld in 
Peruvian jails. 

We will be waiting. The Peru- 
vian people bave suffered 500 
years of exploitation so we have all 


LIMA — Masxist rebels dragged 
the Japanese Embassy siege into a 
11th day on Saturday, stubbomly 
ignoring pressure from the Peru- 
vian government and the Catholic 
church to release more than a hun- 
dred vip hostages. 

The Tupac Amaru Revolhution- 
ary Movement (MRTA) rebels 
freed just one hostage on Thurs- 
day 


Holed-up inside the fortified 
compound that they have have 
booby-trapped and mined against a 
possible police offensive, the 
roughly 20 heavily-armed guerril- 
las have freed three hostages since 
the mass release on Sunday of 225 


captives. 

In a sign of frustration with the 
deadlock, Japan's Foreign Minis- 
ter Yukihiko Ikeda called on Fri- 
day on members of the group of 
seven (G-7) industrialized nations 
to intervene to help solve the siege, 
which involves about 30 Japnese. 

It is clear that the intemational 
community should not condone 
terrorism. It is also necessary for 
the international community to 
help resolve this crisis by setting 
free the hostages peacefully, and at 
an early date, Ikeda said, adding 
Tokyo had already consulted other 
nations in the grOUP. 

Fearing the crisis might not be 
resolved quickly, Japan has said 
Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashi- 
moto and Ikeda were both consid- 
ering cancelling foreign trips 

for January. 

Peru's President Alberto Fuji- 
mori has so far turned down for= 
eign offers of military help and 
Russian Icader Boris Yeltsin’s sUg- 
geslon lo send a special G-7 task 
force to free the hostages brought 


و 


